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2020 HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION 

Music 1
Aural Skills

General 
Instructions

• Reading time – 5 minutes
• Write using black pen
• Extra writing space is provided on pages 10–12
• Write your Centre Number and Student Number at the top of 

this page

Total marks: 
30

• Attempt Questions 1–4
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Total marks – 30
Attempt Questions 1–4

All instructions, musical excerpts, and pauses for reading and writing are included on the
recording.

The recording will not be stopped until the end of the examination.

Answer the questions in the spaces provided. These spaces provide guidance for the expected 
length of response.

Extra writing space is provided at the back of this booklet. If you use this space, clearly indicate 
which question you are answering.

 

 

Question 1 (6 marks)

An excerpt (1 minute 46 seconds) from Gibraltar by Beirut will be played FIVE times for you 
to answer Question 1.

This excerpt is from 0:00–1:46 of Gibraltar by Beirut on the ‘No No No’ album (2015).

Times: First playing — 5 second pause
 Second playing — 30 second pause
 Third playing — 1 minute pause
 Fourth playing — 1 minute pause
 Fifth playing — 2 minute pause

Describe the structure of this excerpt, with reference to its performing media.

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

Question 1 continues on page 3
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Question 1 (continued)

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

End of Question 1
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Question 2 (8 marks)

An excerpt (1 minute 45 seconds) from ‘Overture’ from Colas Breugnon, Op. 24 by Dmitri 
Kabalevsky will be played SIX times for you to answer Question 2.

This excerpt is from 1:14–2:00 of the BBC Philharmonic recording conducted by 
Vassily Sinaisky (2003, Chandos recordings). 

Times: First playing — 5 second pause
 Second playing — 30 second pause
 Third playing — 1 minute pause
 Fourth playing — 1 minute pause
 Fifth playing — 1 minute pause
 Sixth playing — 2 minute pause

Explore the use of dynamics and expressive techniques, and tone colour in this excerpt.

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

Question 2 continues on page 5
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Question 2 (continued)

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

End of Question 2
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Question 3 (8 marks)

An excerpt (1 minute 13 seconds) from Didge Fusion by William Barton will be played 
SIX times for you to answer Question 3.

This excerpt is from 4:00–5:13 of Didge Fusion by William Barton which appears on the 
‘Birdsong at Dusk’ album (2014 ABC Classic).

Times: First playing — 5 second pause
 Second playing — 30 second pause
 Third playing — 1 minute pause
 Fourth playing — 1 minute pause
 Fifth playing — 1 minute pause
 Sixth playing — 2 minute pause

Explain how tension is created in this excerpt.

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

Question 3 continues on page 7
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Question 3 (continued)

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

End of Question 3
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Question 4 (8 marks)

An excerpt (1 minute 30 seconds) from Everlasting Motion (feat. Hamid El Kasri) by Jacob 
Collier will be played SIX times for you to answer Question 4.

This excerpt is from 5:05–6:34 of Everlasting Motion (feat. Hamid El Kasri) by Jacob 
Collier which appears on the ‘Djesse Volume 1’ album (2018).

Times: First playing — 5 second pause
 Second playing — 30 second pause
 Third playing — 1 minute pause
 Fourth playing — 1 minute pause
 Fifth playing — 1 minute pause
 Sixth playing — 2 minute pause

Analyse how musical interest is achieved in this excerpt. In your answer, make reference to 
duration and ONE other concept of music.

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

Question 4 continues on page 9
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Question 4 (continued)

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

End of paper
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Extra writing space

If you use this space, clearly indicate which question you are answering.
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Extra writing space

If you use this space, clearly indicate which question you are answering.
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