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2020 HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION 

Korean Beginners
General 
Instructions

• Reading time – 10 minutes
• Working time – 2 hours and 30 minutes
• Write using black pen
• Monolingual and/or bilingual print dictionaries may be used
• Write your Centre Number and Student Number at the top of 

this page and pages 9 and 21

Total marks: 
80

Section I – 30 marks (pages 2–5)
• Attempt Questions 1–10
• This section should take approximately 40 minutes

Section II – 30 marks (pages 9–17)
• Attempt Questions 11–16
• Allow about 1 hour for this section

Section III – 20 marks (pages 21–24)
This section has two parts, Part A and Part B
• Allow about 50 minutes for this section
Part A – 10 marks
• Attempt Questions 17–18
Part B – 10 marks
• Attempt either Question 19 or Question 20
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Section I — Listening

30 marks
Attempt Questions 1–10
This section should take approximately 40 minutes

You will hear TEN texts. Each text will be read twice. There will be a pause after the first 
reading in which you may make notes. However, you may make notes at any time. You will be 
given adequate time after the second reading to complete your answer. Answer the questions 
in ENGLISH in the spaces provided. These spaces provide guidance for the expected length of 
response. In the case of multiple-choice questions, tick the box that corresponds to the correct 
response. You may proceed to Section II as soon as you have finished Question 10.
 

Candidate’s 
Notes
(These notes 
will NOT be 
marked.)

Question 1 (2 marks)

What is the purpose of this announcement?

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

2

Question 2 (2 marks)

Why does Mina like her new home?

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

2

Question 3 (1 mark)

Where is this conversation taking place?

 A. In a cinema

B. In a restaurant

C. In a singing room 

D. In an internet café

 

 

 

1
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Question 4 (3 marks)

What does Naomi do during her spare time?

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

3

Question 5 (3 marks)

Complete the survey.

Place Comment made

Library

The park

Public transport

3
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Question 6 (3 marks)

Explain the difference in the man’s attitude between the beginning 
and the end of the conversation.

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

3

Question 7 (3 marks)

How does Justin try to persuade Jenny to change her mind? Support
your answer with reference to the text.

 

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

3

Question 8 (4 marks)

Is the girl more likely to become a soccer player or a singer? Justify
your answer with reference to the text.

 

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

4
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Question 9 (4 marks)

Summarise the main points made by the speaker.

•  ............................................................................................................

•  ............................................................................................................

•  ............................................................................................................

4

Question 10 (5 marks)

Is Hojin’s mother likely to support his career plan? Justify your 
answer with reference to the text.

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

5

You may now proceed to Section II
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Centre Number

Student Number

6741310293
2371 15870

Korean Beginners

Section II — Reading 
Answer Booklet

30 marks
Attempt Questions 11–16
Allow about 1 hour for this section

Instructions • Write your Centre Number and Student Number at the top of this 
page. 

• Read the texts and then answer the questions in ENGLISH in 
the spaces provided. These spaces provide guidance for the 
expected length of response.

Please turn over
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Question 11 (2 marks)

Read the text and then answer the question that follows.

Which menu items are Noah and Minho most likely to choose? Write the number 
corresponding to their menu choice next to their name.

Menu choice

Noah 

Minho

2
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Question 12 (4 marks)

Read the text and then answer the questions that follow.

(a) Explain the mother’s response.

 ...............................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................

3

(b) Tick the box for the location that best represents Olivia’s house.

 

Post office

Convenience store Bank

A. B. C. D.

1
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Question 13 (4 marks)

Read the text and then answer the questions that follow.

(a) What were the writer’s impressions of the place?

 ...............................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................

2

(b) Why might the writer feel dissatisfied about this trip?

 ...............................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................

2
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Question 14 (4 marks)

Read the text and then answer the question that follows.

Summarise the concerns about Minsu Kim. 

•  ......................................................................................................................................

•  ......................................................................................................................................

•  ......................................................................................................................................

•  ......................................................................................................................................

4
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Question 15 (10 marks)

Read the text and then answer the questions that follow.

Email 1

Email 2

Question 15 continues on page 15
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Question 15 (continued)

(a) Why was the couple looking forward to the occasion?

 ...............................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................

2

(b) Why was the couple unhappy?

 ...............................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................

3

(c) Is the couple likely to return to the place? Support your answer with reference 
to the text.

 ...............................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................

5

End of Question 15
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Question 16 (6 marks)

Read the text and then answer the questions that follow.

Question 16 continues on page 17
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Question 16 (continued)

(a) What has prompted Miso to post a question on this forum?

 ...............................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................

1

(b) Whose advice is Miso most likely to follow? Justify your answer with reference 
to all the opinions provided in the responses to Miso’s post. 

 ...............................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................

5

End of Question 16
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Korean Beginners

Section III — Writing in Korean
20 marks
Allow about 50 minutes for this section

Part A – 10 marks
Attempt Questions 17–18

Answer the questions in the spaces provided. These spaces provide guidance for the expected 
length of response.

Your answers will be assessed on how well you:
● communicate relevant ideas and information
● write text appropriate to audience, purpose and context
● structure and sequence ideas and information
● demonstrate control of vocabulary and language structures in Korean

 

Question 17 (4 marks)

Your friend has invited you to a concert. Write him/her a note explaining why you cannot 
attend. Write approximately 100 ja in KOREAN.

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

15870
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Question 18 (6 marks)

Your friend is looking for holiday accommodation. The images show the facilities at a property 
you have visited. With reference to these images, write an email to your friend suggesting why 
this property is suitable for him/her. Write approximately 200 ja in KOREAN.

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

Courtesy of Travel Online Pty Ltd
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Section III (continued)

Part B – 10 marks
Attempt either Question 19 or Question 20

Answer the question in the space provided. This space provides guidance for the expected 
length of response.

Write approximately 300 ja in KOREAN.

Your answer will be assessed on how well you:
● communicate relevant ideas and information
● write text appropriate to audience, purpose and context
● structure and sequence ideas and information
● demonstrate control of a range of vocabulary and language structures in Korean

 

Question 19 (10 marks)

You are involved in extracurricular activities at school. You have been asked to give a talk to 
your Korean class about these activities. Write the script of your talk.

OR

Question 20 (10 marks)

You have been working part-time for a year. You have been asked to give a talk to your Korean 
class about your experiences at work. Write the script of your talk.

Please turn over
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Question attempted 

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

End of paper
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