
 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

2017 Japanese in Context 
Marking Guidelines 

Section 1: Responding to texts 

Question 1 

Criteria Marks 

• Provides a concise summary of all the key points of the announcement 4 

• Identifies the key points of the announcement but not in summary form 3 

• Identifies some of the key points of the announcement 2 

• Provides some relevant information 1 

Sample answer: 

A currently popular mobile phone game is dangerous because students are looking at their 
phone and not where they are going. Therefore, this game will be forbidden at school. 
Furthermore, parents must also set rules about playing the game at home. 
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Question 2
  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Criteria Marks

• Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the text by writing a diary entry 
reflecting on the conversation 

• Writes effectively for context, purpose and audience 

• Demonstrates excellent control of a range of Japanese structures and 
vocabulary, including kanji 

6 

• Demonstrates a sound understanding of the text by writing a diary entry 
reflecting on the conversation 

• Relates information to context, purpose and audience 

• Demonstrates control of a range of Japanese structures and vocabulary, 
including kanji 

4–5 

• Demonstrates some understanding of the information and ideas in the text 

• Writes with some awareness of context, purpose and audience 

• Writes using some control of Japanese structures and vocabulary 

2–3 

• Provides some relevant information 1  
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Sample answer: 
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Sample answer (English translation): 

Today, I talked with dad and had a shock. I have to decide whether I’m an Australian or 
Japanese citizen when I turn 20. Dad wants me to stay as a Japanese citizen. If I choose the 
Australian, I’ll have a different nationality to my mum and dad. I don’t want that. But when I 
think about my lifestyle in the future, not being an Australian citizen would be troublesome. 
My dad’s angry, so what should I do? 
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Question 3 


Criteria Marks

 • 

 • 
 • 

Demonstrates a perceptive understanding of the text by writing a blog 
entry discussing the text’s content and implications in depth 

Writes effectively for context, purpose and audience 

Demonstrates excellent control of a range of Japanese structures and 
 vocabulary, including kanji 

8 

 • 

 • 
 • 

Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the text by writing a blog entry 
discussing the text’s content and implications 

Writes with a very good understanding of context, purpose and audience 

Demonstrates a very good control of a range of Japanese structures and 
 vocabulary, including kanji 

6–7 

 • 

 • 
 • 

Demonstrates a sound understanding of the text by writing a blog entry 
discussing the text’s content and implications 

Relates information to context, purpose and audience 

Demonstrates control of a range of Japanese structures and vocabulary, 
 including kanji 

4–5 

 • 
 • 
 • 

Demonstrates some understanding of the information and ideas in the text 

Writes with some awareness of context, purpose and audience 

Writes using some control of Japanese structures and vocabulary 

2–3 

 • Demonstrates limited understanding of the text 1 
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Sample answer: 
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Sample answer (English translation): 

Today, I listened to an interesting radio show. It was a story about someone who went to his 
Kyoto friend’s house. He was offered ochazuke and when he ate it he surprised the family and 
made his friend angry. In Kyoto, apparently when you are offered ochazuke it has the 
meaning please go home now. Also, after that, when he invited that girl that he made angry 
on a date, she said ‘I’ll think about it’ but this apparently really means no. 
 
From these episodes I learned that even if you can speak Japanese perfectly, interpersonal 
relationships are easily destroyed if you can’t clearly understand the real meaning behind the 
words based on cultural contexts. If you have a similar experience, please leave a comment on 
this blog. 
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Question 4
  

Criteria Marks

 • 

 • 
 • 

Demonstrates a perceptive understanding of both texts by writing a 
persuasive letter 

Creates a cohesive and authentic text to meet the requirements of the task 

Demonstrates an excellent control of a range of Japanese structures, 
vocabulary and kanji, including polite Japanese 

9–10 

 • 

 • 
 • 

Demonstrates a thorough understanding of both texts by writing a 
persuasive letter 

Writes effectively to meet the requirements of the task 

Demonstrates good control of a range of Japanese structures, vocabulary 
and kanji, including some polite Japanese 

7–8 

 • 

 • 
 • 

Demonstrates a sound understanding of both texts by writing a persuasive 
letter 

Organises information and ideas to meet the requirements of the task 

Writes using some control of Japanese structures and vocabulary 

5–6 

 • 
 • 

Demonstrates some understanding of one or both texts 

Attempts to meet the requirements of the task 
3–4 

 • Demonstrates a basic understanding of the text/s 1–2 
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Question 4 (continued) 

Sample answer: 
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Sample answer (English translation): 

Dear grandma, 

How are you? Thank you very much for wanting to buy me a car for my graduation gift. I 
would like to talk to you about that car today. 

Actually, I’ve found the car that I want. It’s a hybrid car from Todazma. This car is very 
environmentally friendly. 

The windows are made from a special glass and apparently the inside of the car is comfortable 
without using air-conditioning. It’s good because it doesn’t use a lot of petrol and because of 
that it doesn’t produce a lot of exhaust fumes. I’m sorry to ask you for it because the price (for 
this one) is more expensive than the car you were going to buy for me, but I think this car is 
what I really want when I think about the future of the environment. 

What do you think, grandma? I look forward to hearing from you. 

From Kai 
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Question 5 


Criteria Marks

 • Demonstrates a perceptive understanding of the message of the song lyrics 
with reference to the text 4 

 • Presents a logical and coherent response 

 • Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the message of the song lyrics 
with reference to the text 3 

 • Presents a logical response 

 • Demonstrates some understanding of the message of the song lyrics 2 

 • Provides some relevant information 1 
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Sample answer: 

The song is about beginnings and endings, and the longing to reconnect with friends. It is 
about starting a new chapter in life. It is about friendships and how friends were a great 
support during difficult times. Although we may part from our friends, the feelings of 
friendship continue. The cherry blossoms are used to symbolise this time of change and how 
quickly the time passes (as cherry blossoms fall and scatter soon after blooming). 
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Question 6 


 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Criteria Marks

• Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the text including reference to 
how the values mentioned in the text could have an effect on young 
people’s lives 

• Writes effectively for context, purpose and audience 

• Writes a logical and coherent text 

• Demonstrates an excellent control of a range of Japanese structures and 
vocabulary, including kanji 

7–8 

• Demonstrates a sound understanding of the text including reference to 
how the values mentioned in the text could have an effect on young 
people’s lives 

• Writes appropriately for context, purpose and audience 

• Writes a coherent text 

• Demonstrates control of a range of Japanese structures and vocabulary, 
including kanji 

5–6 

• Demonstrates some understanding of the text 

• Demonstrates an awareness of the context and/or purpose and/or audience 

• Writes using some control of Japanese structures and vocabulary 

3–4 

• Demonstrates a limited understanding of the text 1–2 
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Question 6 (continued) 

Sample answer (English translation): 

The other day I read an article on Japanese martial arts. Martial arts is not just about 
perfecting techniques but is about learning the traditional Japanese way of thinking and also 
about being able to develop spiritually. For example, things such as manners, the mentality of 
respecting others and perseverance so you don’t give up easily are very important. Moreover, 
it seems that traits such as decisiveness and focus are useful in your (daily) life and not just in 
matches. 

In order to make our dreams come true we must continue to study and work hard. Also, it is 
important that we strengthen our mental control so that we can make the right decisions when 
we reach turning points in our lives. 

(Students must refer to the values mentioned in the text and must include an example where 
they reflect on how one or more of the values that they learned from the martial arts article 
could influence young people’s lives.) 

– 9 – 



        

  

 
Question 7 


Criteria Marks

 • 

 • 

Demonstrates a perceptive understanding of the text by writing an article 
describing the effects that the introduction of robots could have on society, 
particularly employment 

Writes effectively for the context, purpose and audience with relevant 
textual references 

9–10 

 • Demonstrates an excellent control of a range of Japanese structures and 
 vocabulary, including kanji 

 • 

 • 

Demonstrates a sound understanding of the text by writing an article 
describing the effects that the introduction of robots could have on society, 
particularly employment 

Writes effectively for the context, purpose and audience with appropriate 
textual references 

7–8 

 • Demonstrates control of a range of Japanese structures and vocabulary, 
 including kanji 

 • 

 • 
 • 

Demonstrates some understanding of the text by writing an article 
describing the effects that the introduction of robots could have on society 

Attempts to support point of view with some textual reference 

Shows some ability to organise information and ideas using a range of 
Japanese language structures and vocabulary 

5–6 

 • 
 • 

Demonstrates limited understanding of the text 

Attempts to meet the requirements of the task with some comprehensible 
Japanese 

3–4 

 • Provides some relevant information 1–2 
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Question 7 (continued) 

Sample answer: 
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Sample answer (English translation): 

I believe that the recent introduction of technology and robots into society will affect the 
employment opportunities of humans. You are able to get information immediately due to 
technology, and robots have the advantage when carrying heavy items and operating simple 
jobs. Therefore, they can work well in factories that use large machines and are involved in 
mass-production. 

However, there is also work that is more suited to humans. For example, work that involves 
polite (customer) service and responding to meet customer needs can only be done by 
humans. Also, jobs related to repairing and maintaining robots so that they do not break down 
will also become necessary. 

In the future, I believe that robots will do some jobs, but humans will need to work in the jobs 
where thinking and cooperation are needed. 
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Section 2: Creating texts in Japanese 

Questions 8 and 9 

Criteria Marks

 • Demonstrates breadth and depth in the treatment of relevant information 
and ideas 

 • 
 • 
 • 

Writes perceptively for a specified audience, purpose and context 

Structures and sequences information and ideas coherently and effectively 

Demonstrates an excellent control of a range of language structures and 
 vocabulary, including kanji 

21–25 

 • Demonstrates some degree of breadth and depth in the treatment of 
relevant information and ideas 

 • 
 • 
 • 

Writes effectively for a specified audience, purpose and context 

Structures and sequences information and ideas effectively 

Demonstrates a good command of a range of language structures and 
 vocabulary, including kanji 

16–20 

 • Presents relevant information and ideas 

 • 
 • 

Writes appropriately for a specified audience, purpose and context 

Demonstrates the ability to organise and express most ideas reasonably, 
but weaknesses in sequencing, linking, grammar and vocabulary, 

 including kanji 

11–15 

 • 

 • 
 • 

Demonstrates an awareness of audience, purpose and context, using a 
narrow range of relevant information and ideas 

Attempts to link information and ideas 

Uses a limited range of language structures and vocabulary to express 
ideas 

6–10 

 • Communicates a limited range of ideas with little attempt to organise and 
sequence information 1–5 
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Question 8 

Answers could include: 

•	  Giving examples of what people do to make them into a global citizen, for example: 

–	  Being aware of and understanding people from other cultures 

–	  Having a broad view of and holding an opinion on what is going on around the world 

–	  Helping people who are in trouble no matter what culture or country they are from, for 
example, in the type of job that they choose, volunteering, donations etc. 

–	  Using your understanding of your own and other cultures to start programs, educate etc. 

•	  Students to reference experiences / refer to their connection to the Japanese language and 
culture. 
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Question 9 

Answers could include: 

•	  Examples of how Japanese tradition has changed, for example: 

–	  Food (fusion cuisine and traditional foods like sushi being changed to match the taste of 
people from other countries; utensils; seating arrangements) 

–	  Fashion (style; kimono being altered; thoughts on tattoos) 

–	  Lifestyle (greeting customs; bowing) 

–	  Celebration of events and religion (New Year’s Eve celebrations) 

•	  Student’s thoughts on these changes 

–	  Positives: it is good that traditions are being changed to match contemporary lifestyle 

–	  Negatives: it is important to maintain traditions as an important aspect of culture and 
heritage. 
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2017 Japanese in Context 
Mapping Grid 

Oral Examination 

Question Marks Content Syllabus outcomes 

25 Personal investigation – interview 
H1.1, H1.2, H1.3, 
H1.4, H1.5, H1.6 

Written Examination 
Section 1: Responding to texts 

Question Marks Content Syllabus outcomes 

1 4 Young people and their relationships – summary H3.1 

2 6 
Japanese identity in the international context – diary 
entry 

H3.6 

3 8 
Traditions and values in a contemporary society – 
blog entry 

H3.5 

4 10 The individual as a global citizen – letter H3.2 

5 4 Young people and their relationships – analysis H3.3 

6 8 
Traditions and values in a contemporary society – 
article 

H3.6 

7 10 The changing nature of work – article H3.4 

Written Examination 
Section 2: Creating texts in Japanese 

Question Marks Content Syllabus outcomes 

8 25 The individual as a global citizen – speech 
H2.1, H2.2, H2.3, 
H2.4, H2.5 

9 25 
Traditions and values in a contemporary society – 
speech 

H2.1, H2.2, H2.3, 
H2.4, H2.5 
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