
 

   

 

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

2018 Japanese in Context 
Marking Guidelines 

Section 1: Responding to texts 

Question 1 
Criteria Marks 

• Provides a concise summary of all of the main points of the interview 4 
• Identifies most of the main points in summary form 
OR 
• Identifies the main points of the interview but not in summary form 

3 

• Identifies some of the main points of the interview 2 
• Provides some relevant information 1 

Sample answer: 
Spain has lots of sightseeing spots and is a good place for a working holiday. However, if 
you are staying for longer she warned that learning Spanish is important. Also, she added 
that the living costs in Spain are high and that it can be difficult to find a job there. 
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2018 Japanese in Context Marking Guidelines 

Question 2 
 Criteria Marks

•  

•  
•  

Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the text and writes a speech 
for school students about what they can do to protect the environment 

 Writes effectively for context, purpose and audience 
Demonstrates an excellent control of a range of Japanese structures and 

 vocabulary, including kanji 

6 

•  

•  
•  

Demonstrates a sound understanding of the text and writes a speech for 
school students about what they can do to protect the environment 
Relates information to context, purpose and audience 
Demonstrates a sound control of a range of Japanese structures and 

 vocabulary, including kanji 

4–5 

•  

•  
•  

Demonstrates some understanding of the information in the text and 
writes a speech for environmental protection 

 Writes with some awareness of context, purpose and audience 
 Writes using some control of Japanese structures and vocabulary 

2–3 

•  Provides some relevant information 1 

Sample answer: 
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Sample answer (English translation): 
Hello everyone. Today, I want to talk about what you all can do for the environment. Firstly, 
the people that are buying water at school, let’s decrease the amount of rubbish 
(we produce) by having your own water bottle ready. 

Next, please put rubbish properly into the rubbish bin. If this happens, the need for someone 
else to pick up your rubbish will disappear. 

Also, let’s separate rubbish into burnable rubbish and recyclables. If we do that, when we 
recycle rubbish, I think we can quickly process it if we don’t mix it with things that can’t be 
recycled. 

That’s it, everyone please be careful. 
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2018 Japanese in Context Marking Guidelines 

Question 3 
 Criteria Marks

•  

•  
•  

Demonstrates a comprehensive understanding of the text and writes a 
perceptive diary entry about the new teaching methodology 

 Writes effectively for context, purpose and audience 
Demonstrates an excellent control of a range of Japanese structures and 

 vocabulary, including kanji 

7–8 

•  

•  
•  

Demonstrates a sound understanding of the text and writes a diary entry 
about the new teaching methodology 
Writes appropriately for context, purpose and audience  

 Demonstrates control of a range of Japanese structures and vocabulary, 
 including kanji 

5–6 

•  
•  
•  

 Demonstrates some understanding of the text 
 Writes with some awareness of context, purpose and audience 

 Writes using some control of Japanese structures and vocabulary 
3–4 

•  Provides some relevant information 1–2 

Sample answer: 

<L�PE�#�KCJRBN579)]��D�-97,9�JR)]��CQ��A` 

)�
���G��%�����

*�[�T�O�&��������������� 

��CQ�W(���#+83,1)��������CU���D�-97,9�JR) 

=F ]%M_�����"��&��;�^���\I�CU��-97,9�JR�( 

�#������)�Z@�#>U�Y
�������� �&���XSV�$!�� 

.946:/:�,9/:201)�'�%����	��CU ?�
%� �&��� 

�*��������&������H���%*�'�� 

Sample answer (English translation): 
Today, I saw the plan for changing Maths lessons from next year. At first I thought the way of 
looking at lessons online at home and solving problems at school was good but now I think 
I’m a bit worried. Students who have to work at a part-time job after school probably won’t 
have time to look over online lessons numerous times at home. Also, it might be difficult for 
students who aren’t good at speaking with other people to speak to teachers on their own 
accord about what they didn’t understand from the online lessons. There will also probably 
be students who can’t organise a computer and internet access due to financial reasons. I 
wonder what everyone thinks about this. 
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2018 Japanese in Context Marking Guidelines 

Question 4 
 Criteria Marks

•  

•  

Demonstrates a comprehensive understanding of both texts by writing an 
email that clearly explains the benefits of this ryokan 
Creates a cohesive and authentic text to meet the requirements of the 
task 9–10 

•  Demonstrates an excellent control of a range of Japanese structures,  
 vocabulary and kanji 

•  

•  
•  

 Demonstrates a sound understanding of both texts by writing an email 
 that explains the benefits of this ryokan 

 Writes effectively to meet the requirements of the task 
Demonstrates a sound control of a range of Japanese structures, 

 vocabulary and kanji 

7–8 

•  

•  
•  

Demonstrates an understanding of both texts by writing an email about  
the benefits of this ryokan 
Organises information and ideas to meet the requirements of the task 
Demonstrates control of Japanese structures, vocabulary and kanji  

5–6 

•  
•  

 Demonstrates some understanding of one or both texts 
Attempts to meet the requirements of the task  

3–4 

•  Demonstrates a basic understanding of the text(s) 1–2 

Answers could include: 

•	 People with tattoos are able to use one of the onsen so the cousin will be able to use it 
too 

•	 The cousin won’t be embarrassed because people are allowed to wear a swimming 
costume in one of the onsen 

•	 They can put a bed into the traditional-style room so the cousin doesn’t have to sleep on 
the floor 

•	 A close-by café where hotel guests can get western-style food 

•	 Luke is also able to enjoy staying in a ryokan. 
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2018 Japanese in Context Marking Guidelines 

Question 5  
 Criteria Marks

•  

•  
•  

Demonstrates a perceptive understanding of the text by writing an article 
that reflects on maintaining traditional culture and developing gender 
equality 
Writes effectively for context, purpose and audience 
Demonstrates an excellent control of a range of Japanese structures and 

 vocabulary, including kanji 

9–10 

•  

•  
•  

 Demonstrates a sound understanding of the text by writing an article that 
reflects on maintaining traditional culture and developing gender equality 

 Writes with a sound understanding of context, purpose and audience 
Demonstrates a sound control of a range of Japanese structures and 

 vocabulary, including kanji 

7–8 

•  

•  
•  

Demonstrates an understanding of the text by writing an article that  
 reflects on traditional culture and gender equality 

Relates information to context, purpose and audience 
Demonstrates control of Japanese structures and vocabulary, including 
kanji  

5–6 

•  
•  

Demonstrates some understanding of the text 
 Attempts to meet the requirements of the task 

3–4 

•  Provides some relevant information 1–2 

Sample answer: 
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Sample answer (English translation): 
Although we say we want to build a society of gender equality, it seems difficult in particular 
to aim for gender equality in (the world of) traditional culture in Japan. For example, in the 
world of kabuki only males are allowed to act professionally on stage. In regards to that, a 
kabuki performer is disheartened by the fact that his own daughter, no matter how much 
talent she has or how hard she tries, can only go on stage while she’s a child and after that 
she cannot be a performer. I think this fact is very regrettable. In this day and age, in order to 
sustain culture and arts, we should not just prioritise tradition and I think there is a need to 
match the practice (of culture and arts) with the era. If we do that, people with talent can act 
as performers without regard to gender and they can appeal to larger audiences. 
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2018 Japanese in Context Marking Guidelines 

Question 6 (a) 
 Criteria Marks

•  
•  

Demonstrates a thorough understanding of Sakura’s personality 
Provides appropriate examples to support their answer 

4 

•

•  
    Demonstrates some understanding of Sakura’s personality 

Provides examples to support their answer 
2–3 

•  Provides some relevant information 1 

Sample answer: 
Sakura is an insecure person as she needs approval from her followers on social media to 
make her happy. She is also a very socially active person who goes to different places in 
order to update her social media. Sakura is also quite adventurous as she is ready to try 
different things. However, it seems she can easily get depressed. 
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Criteria Marks

• Demonstrates a comprehensive understanding of both texts 
• Writes an email using formal language with an understanding of context, 

purpose and audience 
• Demonstrates an excellent control of a range of Japanese structures and 

vocabulary, including kanji 

7–8 

• Demonstrates understanding of both texts 
• Writes an email using formal language with an awareness of context, 

purpose and audience 
• Demonstrates control of a range of Japanese structures and vocabulary, 

including kanji 

5–6 

• Demonstrates some understanding of one or both texts  
• Attempts to write an email using formal language with some awareness of 

context, purpose and audience 
• Writes using some control of Japanese structures and vocabulary 

3–4 

• Provides some relevant information 1–2 
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Sample answer: 
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Sample answer (English translation): 
To the person in charge of the social media site where you upload photos 

Today, I am contacting you about my friend Sakura who is using your social media site. It 
seems that in the past she was participating in this social media and enjoying herself but, 
recently, she has updated that she is tired body and soul and that she doesn’t know what to 
do and she is feeling pain in continuing with the social media.  

I think her problems might be coming from the fact that she is sleep deprived, has the feeling 
of isolation, and that she is being bullied by her followers. It seems that my dear friend needs 
support and so please, won’t you please give her some appropriate advice. Thank you very 
much for your help. 

Sachi Yokoi 
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2018 Japanese in Context Marking Guidelines 

Section 2: Creating texts in Japanese 

 

Questions 7 and 8 
Criteria Marks

•  Demonstrates breadth and depth in the treatment of relevant information 
and ideas 

•  
•  

•  

 Writes perceptively for a specified audience, purpose and context 
Structures and sequences information and ideas coherently and 
effectively  
Demonstrates an excellent control of a range of language structures and 

 vocabulary, including kanji 

21–25 

•  Demonstrates some degree of breadth and depth in the treatment of  
 relevant information and ideas 

•  
•  
•  

 Writes effectively for a specified audience, purpose and context 
Structures and sequences information and ideas effectively 
Demonstrates a good command of a range of language structures and 

 vocabulary, including kanji 

16–20 

•  Presents relevant information and ideas 
•  
•  

 Writes appropriately for a specified audience, purpose and context 
Demonstrates the ability to organise and express most ideas reasonably, 
but weaknesses in sequencing, linking, grammar and vocabulary,  

 including kanji 

11–15 

•  

•  
•  

Demonstrates an awareness of audience, purpose and context, using a 
narrow range of relevant information and ideas 
Attempts to link information and ideas  
Uses a limited range of language structures and vocabulary to express 
ideas 

6–10 

•  Communicates a limited range of ideas with little attempt to organise and 
sequence information 1–5 

Answers could include: 
 Question 7 

•	  Having open classes to teach 
traditional Japanese culture  

•	  Organising events to experience 
Japanese culture 

•	  Surveying people to find out about their 
interests regarding Japanese culture 
and use the information to organise 
events 

•	  Creating a homepage that explains and 
promotes Japanese culture and arts 

•	  Promoting Japanese food in the 
community. 

Question 8 
Reference to:  
•	 Family/friends  
•	 Customs/manner 
•	 Passport 
•	  Where I see myself living in the future 
•	  The language/s that I speak 
•	  The food that I eat 
•	  The culture that I identify with 

more/comfortable in.  
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2018 Japanese in Context Marking Guidelines 

2018 Japanese in Context 
Mapping Grid 

Oral Examination 

Question Marks Content Syllabus 
outcomes 

25 Personal investigation – interview H1.1, H1.2, H1.3, 
H1.4, H1.5, H1.6 

Written Examination 
Section 1: Responding to texts 

Question Marks Content Syllabus outcomes 

1 4 Japanese identity in the international context — 
interview H3.1 

2 6 The individual as a global citizen — announcement H3.3 

3 8 The changing nature of work — dialogue H3.6 

4 10 Tradition and values in a contemporary society — 
dialogue/advertisement H3.2 

5 10 Tradition and values in a contemporary society — 
blog H3.4, H3.6 

6 (a) 4 Young people and their relationships — blog post/ 
newspaper article H3.3 

6 (b) 8 Young people and their relationships — blog post/ 
newspaper article H3.6 

Written Examination 
Section 2: Creating texts in Japanese 

Question Marks Content Syllabus 
outcomes 

7 25 Tradition and values in a contemporary society — 
speech 

H2.1, H2.2, H2.3, 
H2.4, H2.5 

8 25 Japanese identity in the international context — 
speech 

H2.1, H2.2, H2.3, 
H2.4, H2.5 
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