
  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

2016 HSC Japanese Background Speakers 
Marking Guidelines 

Section I — Listening and Responding 
Part A 

Question 1 (a) 

Criteria Marks 

• Identifies the reasons why the male speaker thinks that the capital should 
move 

2 

• Provides some relevant information 1 

Sample answer: 

If a disaster were to happen in Tokyo, the country would not function as at present politics 
and economics are together in the one place. 

Question 1 (b) 

Criteria Marks 

• Expresses concisely the main reasons why the female speaker says that the 
move would not be a good idea 

3 

• Expresses concisely some of the reasons why the female speaker says that 
the move would not be a good idea 

OR 

• Shows a good understanding of the reasons why the female speaker says 
the move would not be a good idea without summarising 

2 

• Provides some relevant information 1 

Sample answer: 

The move would not be a good idea because politicians probably would not like to move to 
the country. Transportation and accommodation would be a problem and it would cost a lot to 
move the capital. 
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BOSTES 2016 HSC Japanese Background Speakers Marking Guidelines 

Question 1 (c)
 

Criteria Marks 

• Demonstrates a comprehensive and perceptive understanding of how the 
male speaker persuades the female speaker using excellent reference to 
content and language techniques 

5 

• Demonstrates a thorough understanding of how the male speaker 
persuades the female speaker using detailed reference to content and 
language techniques 

4 

• Demonstrates a satisfactory understanding of how the male speaker 
persuades the female speaker using some reference to content and/or 
language techniques 

3 

• Demonstrates a limited understanding of how the male speaker persuades 
the female speaker 

2 

• Provides some relevant information 1 

Sample answer: 

The male speaker tries to persuade the female speaker by suggesting several solutions when 
she disagrees with his ideas. For instance, the male speaker suggests moving the capital to 
Hokkaido because there are fewer earthquakes. He gives examples to let her understand 
clearly what he says eg “economics and politics are separated in Australia”. He uses 
persuasive language “������” to invite and encourage her to agree with his ideas. 
Repetition is also used to emphasise his ideas “������	�” and the use of a proverb “ 


��” which means “home is where you make it” to provide a generalisation that living 
in a country town is not too bad. 

– 2 – 



         

  

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 
  

 

BOSTES 2016 HSC Japanese Background Speakers Marking Guidelines 

Section I — Listening and Responding 
Part B 

Question 2 

Criteria Marks 

• Demonstrates a comprehensive understanding of the issues raised in the 
texts and a sophisticated level of ability to compare and contrast them 

• Composes a coherent argument demonstrating a comprehensive 
understanding of the texts 

• Demonstrates a highly-developed understanding of context and audience 

• Demonstrates an excellent control of vocabulary and language structures 

9–10 

• Identifies the main issues in the texts and compares and contrasts them in 
a lucid way 

• Composes an effective argument with close reference to the texts 

• Writes effectively for the context and audience 

• Demonstrates an appropriate knowledge and understanding of language 
structures and vocabulary 

7–8 

• Coherently compares and contrasts information in the texts 

• Writes coherently and with some appropriate textual reference 

• Relates information to context and audience 

• Writes using a range of language structures and vocabulary 

5–6 

• Compares and contrasts some opinions, ideas and information in the texts 

• Demonstrates a limited ability to structure and sequence information and 
ideas 

• Demonstrates an awareness of context and audience 

3–4 

• Demonstrates some understanding of the texts and the ability to compare 
and contrast information 

• Shows some evidence of the ability to organise information 
1–2 

Answers could include: 

Identify issue – The role of traditional vs contemporary culture. 

Positive perspectives 

•	 �!%�4=�����$&�
���#&) ��/-	
�
� 
35�"'��(�90��8>��������
� 

Cosplayers as anime and movie characters participate in the events therefore it has become 
a well-known event as Japanese Halloween across the world. 

•	 ��&��1���
�
<+�35*���
��
�����&�A:���� 

It will have a great impact on modern Japanese who live stressful lives to reduce 

individuals’ frustrations. 


•	 @,2�6
�?;.7������� 

Tourists help strengthen the economy. 
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BOSTES 2016 HSC Japanese Background Speakers Marking Guidelines 

Negative perspectives 

•	 8:-�:;�$) �*�0����>D������ 

Japanese do not understand the original meaning of Halloween. 

•	 $) �*��%*#�<�8�9�@�&(*"���-�!'�+?73=.	� 
����C���6
���
��� 

It is embarrassing to see local volunteers cleaning up the town so hard the next morning 
after the Halloween night event. 

•	 $) �*����54�B,�21�����8:�/AB,����21���� 
�� 

Before we become involved in events from overseas like Halloween, we need to celebrate 
our traditional events. 
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BOSTES 2016 HSC Japanese Background Speakers Marking Guidelines 

Section II — Reading and Responding 
Part A 

Question 3 (a) 

Criteria Marks 

• Identifies the reasons why the author thinks this way 2 

• Provides some relevant information 1 

Sample answer: 

.1�3%�,&�"�#�	�.1�#-�'�(4����0�����$����� 

�� 

He thinks this way because he believes that people in the past influenced his own life and 
continue to do so. 

Question 3 (b) 

Criteria Marks 
• Identifies what the author feels sad about 1 

Sample answer: 

.1� 21 !/���*+	� ������2�
�	�
�����
������) 
����� 

He feels sad about the fact that he will not be able to see the future of the 21st century. 
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BOSTES 2016 HSC Japanese Background Speakers Marking Guidelines 

Question 3 (c)
 

Criteria Marks 

• Provides an excellent explanation of the meaning of ‘Human beings as 
natural objects are not made for living alone’ with detailed reference to 
the extract and the essay as a whole 

3 

• Provides some explanation of the meaning of ‘Human beings as natural 
objects are not made for living alone’ with some reference to the extract 
and/or the essay as a whole 

2 

• Provides some relevant information 1 

Sample answer: 

�4/0����!6��.��+3��1	��������
����������� 

!6��4/� ��5���*)��4/�,8
����1	������-(���� 

!6��2#�$��%�1	������"�!6�7���&�'������1	� 

�
����	��� 

The statement explains that ‘human beings as natural objects are not made for living alone’. 

This means that as humans are a part of nature itself, they are influenced by nature. 


They are also influenced by other humans to create a society whereby they live together 

(a harmonious society) as they cannot live without the interaction and support of each other. 
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BOSTES 2016 HSC Japanese Background Speakers Marking Guidelines 

Question 3 (d)
 

Criteria Marks 

• Provides a comprehensive analysis of how the author’s point of view is 
reflected in the language he uses when making the statement 

• Provides excellent reference to the author’s concept of ‘the reliable 
character’ in this extract and the text as a whole 

5 

• Provides a thorough analysis of how the author’s point of view is reflected 
in the language he uses when making the statement 

• Provides a detailed reference to the author’s concept of ‘the reliable 
character’ in this extract and the text as a whole 

4 

• Provides a satisfactory analysis of how the author’s point of view is 
reflected in the language he uses when making the statement 

• Provides some reference to the author’s concept of ‘the reliable character’ 
in this extract and the text as a whole 

3 

• Provides some analysis of how the author’s point of view is reflected in 
the language he uses when making the statement 

• Provides some reference to the author’s concept of ‘the reliable character’ 
2 

• Provides some relevant information 1 

Sample answer: 

BTa�9�� MN��U= >c '����&���*'��G����!� 

]Y��76�+"�`���MN-I�5+*����
*���XZ \Z�?�* 

10/2.-8L���*� 

XZ!�� %��3O��!�&���&��,) F-]Y��I�5+��[@-

VW��3O��*�^K���*�%�%�� '��� %�������[S# � 

�
�HA-�,�%�3��<	�(�QJb ,��$)%���*�� 3eb : 

d%R*���(�XZ!�BTa��U= >c '������P;-4�����C 

�`���MN-D*����
*��-_E���*� 

The statement ‘I felt that your future is shining like a summer sun’ reflects the author’s 
message to young people that if you train and work at it, you will obtain a bright future. 

He explains that a ‘reliable character’ is one who trains to acquire kindness and a caring mind 
to be able to establish themselves. 

If people of reliable character who also have a humble attitude towards nature increase, the 
conflicts and problems between people, such as the conflict between different ethnic 
backgrounds, decreases, therefore he uses the metaphor ‘like a summer sun’ in the statement 
to symbolise obtaining a strong and bright future. 
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BOSTES 2016 HSC Japanese Background Speakers Marking Guidelines 

Question 3 (e)
 

Criteria Marks 

• Demonstrates a thorough understanding of how the author uses language 
and the essay format as a whole to engage readers 4 

• Demonstrates a sound understanding of how the author uses language and 
the essay format to engage readers 3 

• Demonstrates some understanding of how the author uses language 2 

• Provides some relevant information 1 

Answer could include: 

LANGUAGE 

•	 The author uses stress symbols to draw the reader’s attention to certain words 
�	� � � � � � 

eg �� ����� 

•	 He adds “�
�
�	�������” to make the text seem as if the author is talking 
to the reader. 

•	 The use of repetition such as “��������” is used to emphasise his point of view 
so that his logic is easily followed by readers. 

•	 The author uses easy, simple words to enable young readers to engage with the text 
eg �����
��� 

FORMAT 

•	 He uses a reader-friendly essay format to express his ideas and feelings. 

•	 Space was created between the sections so that the readers can read easily. 

– 8 – 



         

  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

BOSTES 2016 HSC Japanese Background Speakers Marking Guidelines 

Section II — Reading and Responding 
Part A (continued) 

Question 4 

Criteria Marks 

• Demonstrates a highly developed ability to analyse the ideas presented in 
the text 

• Demonstrates a perceptive and insightful ability to analyse the way in 
which language is used to convey meaning in the text 

• Composes a coherent and sophisticated argument demonstrating a 
comprehensive understanding of the text 

21–25 

• Demonstrates the ability to analyse the ideas presented in the text 

• Analyses the way in which language is used in the text 

• Composes an effective argument with appropriate textual reference 

16–20 

• Demonstrates the ability to identify and discuss ideas presented in the text 

• Demonstrates some analysis of language used in the text 

• Supports the discussion of the question with some appropriate textual 
reference 

11–15 

• Identifies limited ideas 

• Identifies some examples of the way in which language is used in the text 

• Attempts to compose an argument with reference to the text 

6–10 

• Identifies some relevant information from the text 

• Demonstrates some ability to structure and sequence ideas 
1–5 

Answers could include: 

CONTENT 

•	 Recent phenomenon of ‘decline in academic standards’ is not simply the result of laziness 
with study. Consciously, it is the result of children actively running away from ‘learning’. 

•	 Children are not aware of a decline in academic standards. If the academic achievement of 
the group declines, children who don’t have the ability to achieve better results are not 
disadvantaged. Rather, the load of the competition will be less if the academic standards of 
the group decline. Both children and their parents want the academic standards of the 
group to fall. 

•	 Children do not mind even if there is something they don’t understand 

•	 Children skip the words that they don’t understand when they read the texts. Today’s 
young people have a well-developed skipping capability. 

•	 In olden days, the first social activity of children was ‘Labour’ (housework). If children 
helped their mother and father, they were praised for their help. Children provided a labour 
force even if it was a small amount for their family. However, the housework has 
decreased dramatically at home. Therefore children are expected to ‘do nothing’. Instead, 
children receive a lot of pocket money from parents and grandparents. Three or four year 
old children buy things using their own money. The number of children whose first social 
experience since they were born is being a ‘consumer’ rather than being a labourer has 
increased. 

– 9 – 



         

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

BOSTES 2016 HSC Japanese Background Speakers Marking Guidelines 

•	 ‘What is this study useful for?’ Such children behave as ‘the buyer of the education 
service’ at school. Children don’t know the meaning of learning nor its usefulness in the 
first place; they need to learn it. It is impossible for a teacher to explain all this. Thus, 
children refused to study – ‘the product which you don’t know the meaning nor usefulness 
of’. Children are happy to fall away and escape from learning, feeling competent and 
accomplished. Children would say, “I live in without paying through futile drudgery. It is a 
clever deal.” 

LANGUAGE / STRUCTURE 

•	 Uses lots of examples to support their ideas 

•	 Uses statistics to support their ideas 

•	 Uses lots of linking words to make their ideas logical (thus, therefore, because) 

•	 Uses their own experience to support their ideas 

•	 Keeps languages for speech (mixture of formal and casual languages, questioning and 
asking an agreement of what the author said and rhetorical question) so that the reader 
feels as if they are talking to them by reading 

– 10 – 



         

  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

BOSTES 2016 HSC Japanese Background Speakers Marking Guidelines 

Section II — Reading and Responding 
Part B 

Question 5 

Criteria Marks 

• Demonstrates a comprehensive understanding of the issues raised in the 
text 

• Responds with a sophisticated level of ability to the opinions, ideas and 
information in the text 

• Composes a coherent argument demonstrating a comprehensive 
understanding of the text 

• Demonstrates a highly-developed understanding of context and audience 

• Demonstrates an excellent control of vocabulary and language structures 

13–15 

• Identifies the main issues in the text 

• Responds lucidly to the opinions, ideas and information in the text 

• Composes an effective argument with close reference to the text 

• Writes effectively for the context and audience 

• Demonstrates an appropriate knowledge and understanding of language 
structures and vocabulary 

10–12 

• Exchanges information in response to the opinions, ideas and information 
in the text 

• Writes coherently and with some appropriate textual reference 

• Relates information to context and audience 

• Writes using a range of language structures and vocabulary 

7–9 

• Responds to some opinions, ideas and information in the text 

• Demonstrates a limited ability to structure and sequence information and 
ideas 

• Demonstrates an awareness of context and audience 

4–6 

• Demonstrates some understanding of the text 

• Shows some evidence of the ability to organise information 
1–3 

Answers could include: 

Individually 

2/���&
)6�"'�
�� �5�����1��(���-����2���� 

��� �5���1��	����� 

Young people should study nutrition and should know whether what they eat is good or bad 
for their health. It does not mean that young people can eat anything they wish. 

$4�%����5,+��������
��*
���
��1��	����� � 

*
��0!�.��3#����� 

The fact that your friend has the same eating habits as you, doesn’t mean you are doing the 
correct thing. You should think about what is right for you. 

– 11 – 



         

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

BOSTES 2016 HSC Japanese Background Speakers Marking Guidelines 

As a group 

!�%��!% ��$��$�B/�9CA�=>��
������#"%�1+�< 

�	���2�� 

Fast food and instant foods have to be labelled clearly. Foods containing low calories and 
reduced salt intake should be sold. 

3:�46
)7�����,8�0����� 

The opportunity to learn about health at both school and home should be increased. 

@-
��0�;&�'
����(?���	��5.�*�� 

Places and opportunities for exercise should be made available and advertised to improve 
health. 

– 12 – 



         

  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

BOSTES 2016 HSC Japanese Background Speakers Marking Guidelines 

Section III — Writing in Japanese 

Questions 6–7 

Criteria Marks 

• Writes perceptively for a specified audience, context and purpose 

• Demonstrates an excellent control of vocabulary and language structures 

• Demonstrates a highly developed and sophisticated control of Japanese 
vocabulary and syntax 

• Demonstrates flair and originality in the selection, presentation and 
development of ideas 

21–25 

• Writes effectively for an audience, context and purpose 

• Demonstrates a well-developed command of Japanese with a 
comprehensive range of vocabulary and syntax 

• Demonstrates the ability to manipulate language 

• Demonstrates originality in the selection and presentation of ideas 

16–20 

• Writes original and interesting text appropriate to audience, context and 
purpose 

• Demonstrates a satisfactory command of Japanese, with a sound base of 
vocabulary and syntax 

• Demonstrates the ability to organise and express most ideas reasonably, 
but with a number of weaknesses in sequencing, linking and grammar 

11–15 

• Demonstrates an awareness of audience and context using only a narrow 
range of information and ideas 

• Uses a limited range of predictable vocabulary and language structures to 
express ideas 

• Attempts to sequence and link ideas 

6–10 

• Communicates a limited range of ideas with little attempt to organise and 
sequence material 1–5 

Answers could include: 

Question 6 

•	 (-).,*+�21��	$LG�8��M=�21&�$0O�8�$���<3 
�/K��$FU�8�$���5V�>�/K����>�21&�$
��:�� 

#�>E69� ��#P�
��@�����������%��� 

Increasing number of jobs where employees can work from home due to internet, allows 
parents to stay with children more. However, although they are at home, job demands 
employees to work. Therefore, they may lose time together at home. 

•	 IH�AN�B7�JR�O�"����(-).,*+�"����O!#�Q�� 
B7&D�<3�8�$��%�?������'B7��#S
��<3����T 

�	%�����O�C4��;��AN��$� 

Most information and knowledge come from the internet; children may know more details 
than their parents. However, as there is too much information, children have problems in 
choosing options. It will be the role of the parents to help. 

– 13 – 



         

  

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 

BOSTES 2016 HSC Japanese Background Speakers Marking Guidelines 

•	 	�M+��'gq�82;C4E*O�����*Z&\���"���X��� 

�Z('$���'�����Y¦�82;C4E�§&e¥�K���5/,=�� 

���
('���H��'zK��'�"�(��� 

Families who are scattered can use communication technology so that they can 
communicate easier. However, because they depend on the communication technology, 
they may lose the opportunity to meet face to face. 

•	 l��F��I)&��82;C4E*O�������'gq#>79�$�� 
C?79�����Uk��&��+�&��'$���'� 

Instead of asking busy parents, children will have technology products like a family or pet 
they can communicate with, and then the children can study and play with the robots. 

Question 7 

•	 �V��p��� ��V��%�sf�nS05�S�	�'����!�c~�x 
��	�'� 

Improvement of automobiles; harmful emissions from automobiles will be eliminated. 
Therefore, air pollution won’t be happening. 

•	 _�#¨T���Q�[��-:B1E*O�$���&��~��(���&�`� 
$	�'� 

More and more renewable energy will be used such as geothermal and wind; air will be 
clean and the environment will be better. 

•	 A3,2B�m���|��� �¡��'� 

Due to advanced recycling technology, the amount of rubbish is reduced. 

•	 hv���"��_��rW*¤
Z&� ��
('������sf�<CD05 
*O��.6Di��b
(�_��rW���'��(*¤
�!��<CD05* 
O)���]�£�
('�c~G� CO2 *R��'m��N%('�"�(��� 

���(�.6Di��b
(��_��rW�}{!���'� 

In the future, more efforts to prevent global warming will be made. For example, if we 
use the harmful Freon gas, the ozone layer will be destroyed and then global warming 
will occur. Products that do not require Freon gas will be developed. A technique for 
processing the CO2 in the atmosphere might be made. If that happens, the ozone layer 
won’t be destroyed. Therefore, there will be brakes on global warming. 

•	 j�m��p^�$&�tu*O)��j���a�'����82;C4E���� 
L���¢*Pd�'�!��*O)�������.D@,D�Pd�'$�� 

�'����!tu�Jo��	�&�yw�b*¤�'� 

Improved building technology; buildings that do not use the wood increase. Moreover, 
with the development of technology, when you keep a record, you don’t need paper. 
Everything will be stored online. Therefore, cutting down timber is eliminated. It will 
prevent deforestation. 
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2016 HSC Japanese Background Speakers 
Mapping Grid 

Section I — Listening and Responding 
Part A 

Question Marks Content Syllabus outcomes 

1 (a) 2 The individual and the community — conversation H3.1 

1 (b) 3 The individual and the community — conversation H3.2 

1 (c) 5 The individual and the community — conversation H3.3, H3.7 

Section I — Listening and Responding 
Part B 

Question Marks Content Syllabus outcomes 

2 10 National identity — speech, conversation H2.1, H2.3, H3.2, 
H3.4, H3.5 

Section II — Reading and Responding 
Part A 

Question Marks Content Syllabus outcomes 

3 (a) 2 Nijuuisseiki ni ikiru kimitachi e H3.2 

3 (b) 1 Nijuuisseiki ni ikiru kimitachi e H3.1 

3 (c) 3 Nijuuisseiki ni ikiru kimitachi e H3.8 

3 (d) 5 Nijuuisseiki ni ikiru kimitachi e H3.3 

3 (e) 4 Nijuuisseiki ni ikiru kimitachi e H3.7 

4 25 Manabi kara no tousou, in Karyuu shikou 
H3.1, H3.2, H3.3, 
H3.7, H3.8, H4.1 

Section II — Reading and Responding 
Part B 

Question Marks Content Syllabus outcomes 

5 15 Youth culture — article/article 
H1.2, H2.1, H2.3, 
H2.4, H3.8 

Section III — Writing in Japanese 

Question Marks Content Syllabus outcomes 

6 25 The individual and the community — speech H2.1, H2.2, H2.3, 
H2.4, H4.2 

7 25 Global issues — speech H2.1, H2.2, H2.3, 
H2.4, H4.2 
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