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Classical Hebrew Extension
General 
Instructions

• Reading time – 10 minutes
• Working time – 1 hour and 50 minutes
• Write using black pen
• Your attention is drawn to the fact that the Divine Name is spelt 

in full in Biblical texts contained in this examination paper. If this 
is a matter of conscience for you, you should not discard the 
paper

Total marks: 
50

Section I – 30 marks (pages 2–7)
This section has two parts, Part A and Part B
• Allow about 1 hour and 5 minutes for this section
Part A – 20 marks
• Attempt Questions 1–2
Part B – 10 marks
• Attempt Question 3

Section II – 20 marks (pages 8–10)
• Attempt Questions 4–6
• Allow about 45 minutes for this section
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Section I — Prescribed Text
30 marks
Allow about 1 hour and 5 minutes for this section

Part A – 20 marks
Attempt Questions 1–2

Answer each question in a SEPARATE writing booklet. Extra writing booklets are available.

Use the extracts and your knowledge of the texts and prescribed commentaries in your answers.

Question 1 (15 marks)

(a) Read the extracts and then answer in ENGLISH the questions that follow.

Hosea 12:10–11, 14–15

.d[/m ymyK μylhab Úbyv/a d[ μyrxm ≈ram Úyhla hwhy yknaw 10

.hMda μyaybNh dybW ytyBrh ˆ/zj yknaw μyaybNhAl[ yTrBdw 11

.rmvn aybnbW μyrxMm larcyAta hwhy hl[h aybnbW 14

.wynda /l byvy /tPrjw v/Fy wyl[ wymdw μyrWrmT μyrpa sy[kh 15

´â ´à ˝ i i` ; ’˝ ; à˝ ] iâ oü I :– ] i < ≤¢˝ e ˝ ≤` ø ‘ :è “ iö O ;˝ “
≤â " } i` i “˝ ' "è˝ ]˝ i ´- “ i § ; i` O ;˝ “ i+ i “˝ ' ' Ÿ i “ '~ I˝ “
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(i) How does Hosea highlight God’s omnipresence and omnipotence
through his reference to the Israelites’ redemption from Egypt?

* omni = all

3

(ii)  μyrWrmT μyrpa sy[kh (verse 15)

Explain Hosea’s attitude towards the offensive behaviour of the tribe of 
Ephraim according to the commentary.

I– ] ' I "¡ ] , ià ] i 2

Question 1 continues on page 3

Reproduced from the JPS Tanakh by permission of the University of Nebraska 
Press. Copyright 1985 by The Jewish Publication Society
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Question 1 (continued)

(b) Read the extract and then answer in ENGLISH the question that follows.

Hosea 14:2

.Únw[B Tlvk yK Úyhla hwhy d[ larcy hbWv 2˝ <ê O }˝ ' ; ] æ` ; ià ˝ ≤- ø ‘ :∞ “ æ` e+ : ] I ; •

Identify Hosea’s audience, using the extract and commentary. 2

(c) Read the extract and then answer in ENGLISH the question that follows.

Hosea 14:6–9

.ˆ/nbLK wyvrv Ëyw hNv/VK jrpy larcyl lFk hyha 6

.ˆ/nbLK /l jyrw /d/h tyZk yhyw wyt/qny Wkly 7

.ˆ/nbl ˆyyK /rkz ˆpGk Wjrpyw ˆgd WYjy /Lxb ybvy Wbvy 8

ˆn[r v/rbK yna WNrWvaw ytyn[ yna μyBx[l d/[ yLAhm μyrpa 9

.axmn ÚyrP yNMm 

î ; ]˝ ' ˝ …` : ; "è˝ “ :– ' ê˝ ' "¡ ] I e+ : ] I˝ ] ~ '˝ ' <• ] ,
î ; ]˝ ' ˝ ¡ æâ Eè˝ “ ˝ = I "¡˝ ' ià ˝ I ˝ ;+ “ Oî Ÿ ] Eê

î ; ] Eè˝ ] ˝ ™ ] I , :–˝ ' ∞ “ ] I˝ “ :¡ : ì ' “ ˝ + i˝ ] ´¢ ] O Ÿ u~ :
:± } "ê § ]˝ i Ÿ I } ˝ <% }˝ " i I∞ ; Ié } i- ' }˝ …â ¡ ˝ ià ' I "È ] ,

…â ] I à˝ “ “ , I˝ ≤`˝ i

Analyse the prophet’s use of symbolic references to trees to encourage the 
people to return to God. In your response, refer to the extract and relevant 
commentary.

5

(d) Read the extract and then answer in ENGLISH the question that follows.

Hosea 14:10

Wkly μyqDxw hwhy ykrD μyrvyAyK μ[dyw ˆ/bn hLa ˆbyw μkj ym 10

.μb WlvKy μy[vpW μb 

] E∞ ~ i I '˝ “ :fi “ ´¢ “ " I| ; “ iâ ˝ ´- : Eê˝ “ ¡ : , e+ ´â :∞˝ “ ~ ; ; i¶
˝ …â ] …à I i` ] o˝ ˝ ;+

hwhy ykrD μyrvyAyK 

How does Hosea explain human suffering? In your response, refer to the extract 
and relevant commentary.

:fi “ ´¢ “ " I| ; “ iâ 3

End of Question 1

Reproduced from the JPS Tanakh by permission of the University of Nebraska 
Press. Copyright 1985 by The Jewish Publication Society

Reproduced from the JPS Tanakh by permission of the University of Nebraska 
Press. Copyright 1985 by The Jewish Publication Society

Reproduced from the JPS Tanakh by permission of the University of Nebraska 
Press. Copyright 1985 by The Jewish Publication Society
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Question 2 (5 marks) Use a SEPARATE writing booklet.

Read the extract and then answer in ENGLISH the questions that follow.

Beitzah 3a

ואַף רבּי יוֹחנן סבר גּזרה משּׁוּם משׁקין שׁזּבוּ. דּרבּי יוֹחנן רמי דּרבּי יהוּדה 
אדּרבּי יהוּדה, וּמשׁנּי; 

 – מעצמן  יצאוּ  ואם  משׁקין,  מהן  להוֹציא  הפּירוֹת  את  סוֹחטין  אין  תּנן: 
אסוּרין. רבּי יהוּדה אוֹמר: אם לאוֹכלין – היּוֹצא מהן מוּתּר, ואם למשׁקין 

– היּוֹצא מהן אָסוּר. 

אַלמא: כּל אוֹכלין לרבּי יהוּדה אוּכלא דּאפרת הוּא, 

בּיוֹם  פּירוֹת  שׁל  כּלכּלה  על  אָדם  מתנה  יהוּדה:  רבּי  אָמר  ועוֹד  וּרמינהוּ, 
טוֹב ראשׁוֹן 

ואוֹכלהּ בּשּׁני, וכן בּיצה שׁנּוֹלדה בּראשׁוֹן תּאָכל בּשּׁני. 

בּשּׁני – אין, בּראשׁוֹן – לא. וּמשׁנּי רבּי יוֹחנן: מוּחלפת השּׁיטּה. 
Courtesy of Koren Publishers (Jerusalem) Ltd

ָ ְ ִ ַ ְ ֵ ָ ָ ָ ִ ַ ְ ָ ֶ ִ ְ ַ ִ ָ ֵ ְ ַ ָ ָ ָ ִ ַ ְ
ֵ ַ ְ ָ ְ ִ ַ ְ ַ

ָ ְ ַ ֵ ְ ָ ִ ְ ִ ְ ַ ֶ ֵ ִ ְ ֵ ַ ֶ ִ ֲ ֵ ַ ְ
ִ ְ ַ ְ ִ ְ ָ ֶ ֵ ֵ ַ ִ ָ ְ ִ ֵ ָ ְ ִ ַ ִ ֲ

ֶ ֵ ֵ ַ

ַ ְ ִ ְ ָ ְ ָ ְ ִ ַ ְ ִ ָ ָ ָ ְ

ְ ֵ ֶ ָ ָ ְ ַ ַ ָ ֶ ְ ַ ָ ְ ִ ַ ַ ְ ְ ִ ְ
ִ

ִ ֵ ַ ֵ ֵ ִ ָ ָ ְ ֶ ָ ֵ ֵ ְ ִ ֵ ַ ָ ְ ְ

ָ ִ ַ ֶ ֶ ְ ָ ָ ִ ַ ֵ ַ ְ ָ ִ ָ ִ ִ ֵ ַ

(a) What is the distinction Rabbi Yehuda makes between different fruits in relation
to סחיטה?ָ ִ ְ

2

(b) Explain the contradiction that resolvesָ מוּחלפת השּׁיטּה ִ ַ ֶ ֶ ְ . 3
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Section I (continued)

Part B – 10 marks
Attempt Question 3

Answer the question in a SEPARATE writing booklet. Extra writing booklets are available.

Your answer will be assessed on how well you:
● demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the prescribed text(s) relevant to the

question
● communicate ideas and information using relevant examples
● present a logical and cohesive response

Question 3 continues on page 7
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Question 3 (10 marks) Use a SEPARATE writing booklet.

Read the extracts and then answer in ENGLISH the question that follows.

Extract 1: Perek 1

Beitzah 2a

בּמאי עסקינן? אילימא בּתרנגוֹלת העוֹמדת לאכילה – מאי טעמייהוּ דּבית 
הלּל? אוּכלא דּאפרת הוּא. 

Extract 2: Perek 1

Beitzah 2b

מן  עצים  מבקּעין  אין  דּתנן:  יהוּדה,  כּרבּי  תּנּא  לן  דּסתם  טוֹב  יוֹם  גּבּי 
הקּוֹרוֹת ולֹא מן הקּוֹרה שׁנּשׁבּרה בּיוֹם טוֹב, מוֹקים להּ לבית הלּל כּרבּי 

יהוּדה. 

Extract 3: Perek 1

Beitzah 4a

תּניא, אחרים אוֹמרים משּׁוּם רבּי אליעזר: בּיצה תּאָכל היא ואמּהּ. בּמאי 
ואמּהּ  דּהיא  פּשׁיטה   – לאכילה  העוֹמדת  בּתרנגוֹלת  אילימא  עסקינן? 
שׁריא. אלּא בּתרנגוֹלת העוֹמדת לגדּל בּיצים – היא ואמּהּ אסוּרה. אָמר 

רבּי זירא: תּאָכל אגּב אמּהּ. 
Extract 4: Perek 1

Beitzah 4a

בּשׁבּת.  תּאָכל   – טוֹב  בּיוֹם  טוֹב,  בּיוֹם  תּאָכל   – בּשׁבּת  נוֹלדה  כּתנּאי, 
שׁמּאי  שׁבּית  מחלוֹקת  היא  עדיין  אליעזר:  רבּי  משּׁוּם  אוֹמר  יהוּדה  רבּי 

אוֹמרים: תּאָכל, וּבית הלּל אוֹמרים:לֹא תּאָכל.

Extract 5: Perek 1

Beitzah 6b

כּמאן אָזלא הא דּתניא: ”לכל השּׁרץ השּׁרץ על האָרץ“ – לרבּוֹת אפרוֹחים 
שׁלֹּא נתפתּחוּ עיניהם. כּמאן – כּרבּי אליעזר בּן יעקב.

Courtesy of Koren Publishers (Jerusalem) Ltd

ֵ ְ ְ ַ ְ ַ ַ ָ ִ ֲ ַ ֶ ֶ ָ ֶ ְ ְ ַ ְ ָ ֵ ִ ַ ִ ְ ָ ַ ְ
ַ ְ ִ ְ ָ ְ ֵ ִ

ִ ִ ֵ ִ ְ ַ ְ ֵ ַ ְ ִ ָ ְ ִ ַ ְ ָ ַ ָ ַ ָ ְ ֵ ַ
ִ ַ ְ ֵ ִ ֵ ְ ָ ִ ְ ָ ְ ְ ִ ֶ ָ ַ ִ ְ ַ

ָ ְ

ַ ְ ָ ִ ְ ִ ֵ ֵ ָ ֵ ֶ ֶ ִ ֱ ִ ַ ִ ִ ְ ִ ֵ ֲ ָ ְ ַ
ָ ִ ְ ִ ְ ָ ִ ְ ָ ִ ֲ ַ ֶ ֶ ָ ֶ ְ ְ ַ ְ ָ ֵ ִ ַ ִ ְ ָ
ַ ָ ֲ ָ ִ ְ ִ ִ ֵ ֵ ַ ְ ֶ ֶ ָ ֶ ְ ְ ַ ְ ָ ֶ ָ ְ ַ

ָ ִ ַ ַ ֵ ֵ ָ ֵ ִ ַ

ָ ַ ְ ֵ ֵ ְ ְ ֵ ֵ ָ ַ ְ ָ ְ ֵ ָ ַ ְ
ַ ַ ֵ ֶ ֶ ֲ ַ ִ ִ ַ ֲ ֶ ֶ ִ ֱ ִ ַ ִ ֵ ָ ְ ִ ַ

ֵ ֵ ִ ְ ֵ ִ ֵ ֵ ֵ ִ ְ

ִ ְ ֶ ַ ְ ֶ ָ ַ ֵ ֹ ַ ֶ ֶ ַ ָ ְ ָ ְ ַ ְ ֶ ָ ְ ַ ְ
ֹ ֲ ַ ֶ ֶ ֶ ִ ֱ ִ ַ ְ ַ ְ ֶ ֵ ֵ ְ ַ ְ ִ ֶ

How does the Gemara explain the differing interpretations of Mishnaic law? In your 
response, refer to the distinctive features of Talmudic texts, as taught in the extracts 
and other dafim you have studied.

10

End of Question 3
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Section II — Non-prescribed Text

20 marks
Attempt Questions 4–6
Allow about 45 minutes for this section

Answer each question in a SEPARATE writing booklet. Extra writing booklets are available.

Question 4 (6 marks) Use a SEPARATE writing booklet.

Read the extract and then answer in ENGLISH the questions that follow.

Psalm 51:2–9

.[bvAtBAla aBArvaK aybNh ˆtn wylaAa/bB 2

 .y[vp hjm Úymjr brK ÚDsjK μyhla ynNj 3

 .ynrhf ytaFjmW ynw[m ynsBK ?brh¿ hBrh 4

 .dymt yDgn ytaFjw [da yna y[vpAyK 5

hKzT ÚrbdB qDxT ˆ[ml ytyc[ Úyny[B [rhw ytafj { ÚDbl Úl 6

 .Úfpvb
 .yMa yntmjy afjbW yTll/j ˆ/w[BAˆh 7

 .yn[yd/t hmkj μtsbW t/jFb Txpj tmaAˆh 8

 .ˆyBla glVmW ynsBkT rhfaw b/zab ynaFjT 9

' …â ' , ;% , }˝ æâ i- :˝ ' …¢ : ˝ ; e™ ˝ ]â
…â ; ] ´¢ ] ˝ ,% } " oì˝ ] ˝ <– ] '˝ ] i¢ ø ‘ I˝ E∞ ;
I˝ Eê } ' ˝ ià ; '˝ e˝ î ˝ I– O }˝ e I˝ ´¢ ] ' < ,™ e “ '

iâ ; ˝ I∞ “ < ˝ i` ; '˝ “ :– e I∞ } ' ; ]™ iâ
≤à “ i ˝ <% ] :˝ ] "è ] i ' ' ]™ i ià ;& ˝ <fi e˝ ] "è˝ ;˝ “ Ô˝ i ; ; Ÿ˝ “ '˝ ] • ]

˝ ≤â ] ;˝ ]
˝ iâ i I˝ ] æà ‘ <ê ] e%˝ ]˝ i ] …- ì ;˝ ] e

I˝ ´â I …à ] ; u% ;˝ ]˝ – u˝ ' ; ] æ¢ ; , ‘£ e
iâ ] ' , ≤à˝ i˝ I˝ e% ] ' ] …- ] ,˝ “ § e˝ ] I˝ ´¢ ] ' ]

Glossary:

ˆnj mercy

hjm wipe out

sbK wash

yTll/j I was created

μjy conceive

t/jFb internally

μts secret

b/za medicinal plant

" ;

¢e ]

' ;

i ] …-

' :

– u˝ '

' ;

§ e˝

(a) Why would someone recite this psalm? 1

(b) How does the Psalmist use parallelism to convey the message of the psalm? 5

Reproduced from the JPS Hebrew-English Tanakh by 
permission of the University of Nebraska Press. 

Copyright 2000 by The Jewish Publication Society. 
Hebrew text based on Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia 

copyright 1999 by The Jewish Publication Society.
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Question 5 (7 marks) Use a SEPARATE writing booklet.

Read the extract and then answer in ENGLISH the questions that follow.

Psalm 122:1–7

.Ëln hwhy tyB yl μyrmaB yTjmc dwdl t/l[Mh ryv 1

 .μlvWry Ëyr[vB Wnylgr Wyh t/dm[ 2

 .wDjy HLAhrBjv ry[K hyWnBh μlvWry 3

.hwhy μvl t/dhl larcyl tWd[ HyAyfbv μyfbv Wl[ μVv 4

 .dywD tybl t/asK fPvml t/ask Wbvy { hMv yK 5

 .Ëybha Wylvy μlvWry μ/lv Wlav 6

 .Ëyt/nmraB hwlv ËlyjB μ/lvAyhy 7

´â E :∞ “ ´` ˝ i- I∞ ] o˝ ] i ] ' ;™ Iè :&˝ ] % } '˝ æâ ià
i …â ; “ ˝ I "% ; ]˝ i ˝ ´- “ " § ; ] o¡

:ê ] " ˝ …à : ] u˝ , i%˝ ] :– ]˝ ' i æà ; “
:ê “ ´¢˝ ] % o˝ ] ´- : ] I˝ ] § e :£ e ] i i^ ; ] ë ; ;Ÿ˝ ,

Iê : ´¢˝ ] % ] i …- ] i˝ ] ∞ ] i ∞ ] : ˝ ; ;Ÿ i¶
˝ I …â } o ;% ] I I …- ; “ ∞ ] } '™

˝ I …â ] “ '˝ ] :fi ] ' ˝ ´- e˝ ] è ; iâ “

Glossary:

hrBj united

tWd[ testimony

Wylvy will be serene

Ëlj your fortress

hwlv serenity

ˆ/mra palace

: ] u

§ e

;% ] I

˝ ´- e

:fi ] '

“ '

(a) According to this psalm, how is the importance of Jerusalem symbolised? 5

(b) What translation of μyrmaB (verse 1) is appropriate in this context?I∞ ] o˝ ] 1

(c) Parse t/dhl (verse 4), giving shoresh, binyan and tense/aspect.% o˝ ] 1

Reproduced from the JPS Hebrew-English Tanakh 
by permission of the University of Nebraska Press. 
Copyright 2000 by The Jewish Publication Society. 

Hebrew text based on Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia 
copyright 1999 by The Jewish Publication Society.



– 10 –

Question 6 (7 marks) Use a SEPARATE writing booklet.

Read the extracts and then answer in ENGLISH the questions that follow.

Psalm 144:1–4, 9–11

.hmjlMl yt/[Bxa brql ydy dMlmh yrWx { hwhy ËWrB { dwdl 1

.yTjt yM[ dd/rh ytysj /bW yNgm yl yflpmW yBGcm ytdWxmW yDsj 2

 .WhbVjTw v/naAˆB Wh[dTw μdaAhm hwhy 3

.rb/[ lxK wymy hmD lbhl μda 4

 .ËLAhrMza r/c[ lbnB ËL hryva vdj ryv μyhla 9

.h[r brjm /Db[ dwDAta hx/Ph μyklMl h[WvT ˆt/Nh 10

.rqv ˆymy μnymyw awvArBD μhyP rva rknAynB dYm ynlyXhw ynxP 11

…â ; ] i˝ ' '% ] ] , :– ]˝ ' "∞ : ´¢ ' ]˝ æâ ˝ I% :! “ ª …Ô I! :˝ ]
˝ …â ] ' ˝ i¢ ' E¡ ˝ ; i i- ; ˝ ∞˝ ˝ I I ;™ ˝ ià ˝ i& ] ' ]˝ î ˝ iä " ] i Ô˝ i : ]˝ ˝ Iè ] '

˝ ´â ] ' ]˝ "ê fi ‘ , ˝ ´- : e˝ " : ;™ ; :fi “ê
´â ´¢˝ ] ˝ ;% : …- : , ≤¢˝ ' : ;™

˝ …â : ] " } % ; , Eè˝ ] ˝ …- : i¢ ; : ;™ i¢ i% ø ,û
…â : < ≤à˝ e ˝ % ] ' Iè : , , ˝ '™ ià ;& ]˝ ' ;% ] ´à ˝ '

, …â i¢ “ ˝ :fi i ˝ Iê “ …- , I ,˝ i™ ≤¢ } …à E‡ E ]â "ë˝ i Ô I˝ e i '˝ “ I˝ ´à ]

Glossary:

brq battle

bGcm stronghold

yflpm my Rescuer

hsj to take refuge

ddr subdue

lbh breath

hmD resembles

lbn harp

hxP to set free

awv falsehood

ˆymy right hand

:– ]

iää " ] i

˝ i& ] ' ]

; ;

" :

, ≤¢˝

…- :

, Eè˝

; ;

“ …-

i¢ “

(a) How does the Psalmist contrast the features of man and God in verses 1−4? 3

(b) Parse hrMza (verse 9), giving shoresh and tense/aspect.: ] " } 1

(c) rqv ˆymy μnymyw (verse 11)

Account for the TWO forms of the word ˆymy in this phrase.

, …â i¢ “ ˝ :fi i ˝ Iê

i¢ “

3

End of paper

Reproduced from the JPS Hebrew-English Tanakh by 
permission of the University of Nebraska Press. 

Copyright 2000 by The Jewish Publication Society. 
Hebrew text based on Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia 

copyright 1999 by The Jewish Publication Society.
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