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Classical Hebrew Extension
General 
Instructions

Reading time – 10 minutes
Working time – 1 hour and 50 minutes
Write using black pen
Your attention is drawn to the fact that the Divine Name is spelt 
in full in Biblical texts contained in this examination paper. If this 
is a matter of conscience for you, you should not discard the 
paper

• 
• 
• 

Total marks: 
50

Section I – 30 marks (pages 2–7)
This section has two parts, Part A and Part B
• Allow about 1 hour and 5 minutes for this section
Part A – 20 marks
• Attempt Questions 1–2
Part B – 10 marks
• Attempt Question 3

Section II – 20 marks (pages 8–10)
• Attempt Questions 4–6
• Allow about 45 minutes for this section
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Section I — Prescribed Text
30 marks
Allow about 1 hour and 5 minutes for this section

Part A – 20 marks
Attempt Questions 1–2

Answer each question in a SEPARATE writing booklet. Extra writing booklets are available.

Use the extracts and your knowledge of the texts and prescribed commentaries in your answers.

Question 1 (10 marks)

(a) Read the extract and then answer in ENGLISH the questions that follow.

Joel 1:2–7

 μk,+˝ymey˝Biâ t~aZO ht;y“h…¶˝h, ≈r<a…-˝h; yb´¢v]/y lK WnyzI±a}hæâ˝w“ μynI±qeZ“˝h' t~azOAW[m]vi 2

.μk≤â˝yteboêa} ym´ày˝Bi μai`˝w“
 .rj´âa' r/dì˝l] μh≤`˝ynEb]˝W μh,+˝ynEb]˝li μ~k,˝ynEb]˝W WrP´-s' μk≤¢˝ynEb]˝li h;yl≤`[; 3

 lkæ`a; ql,Y<±˝h' rt,y<∞˝w“ ql,Y:–˝h' lkæ¢a; hB≤`r“a'˝h; rt,y<è˝w“ hB,+r“a'˝h…â lkæ¢a; μ~z:G:˝h' rt,y<• 4

.lysiâj;˝h, 
tr"¡k]nI yK sysiÈ[;Al[' ˆyIy:– ytevo∞AlK; Wlli`yhe˝w“ Wk+b]˝W μ~yrI/Kvi WxyQ•Ih; 5

.μk≤â˝yPi˝mi 
 t/[èL]t'm]˝Wî hyE±r“a' yNE∞vi wŸ˝yN:vi rP…-s]mi ˆya´¢˝w“ μWx¡[; y̋xi+r“a'Al[' hl…¢[; yŸ/gAyKiâ 6

./˝lê aybi`l;
 Wn˝yBi`l]hi Ëyli+v]hi˝w“ H~˝p;c;j} πcø•j; hp…-x;q]˝li y̋ti`n:aet]˝W hM;+v'˝l] yŸ˝nIp]G" μc…¶ 7

.h…˝yg<êyrIc; 
 

o¡

ià

(i) Explain how the names of the locusts represent their role in the destruction 
of the land. In your response, refer to the extract and commentary.

2

(ii) Identify TWO literary features in this extract and explain the effect of
each.

2

Question 1 continues on page 3

Reproduced from the JPS Hebrew-English Tanakh by permission of the University of
Nebraska Press. Copyright 2000 by The Jewish Publication Society. Hebrew text based

on Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia copyright 1999 by The Jewish Publication Society.
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Question 1 (continued)

(b) Read the extract and then answer in ENGLISH the question that follows.

Joel 2:12–19

.dP´âs]mi˝b]˝W yki`b]˝b]˝W μ/xè˝b]˝W μk≤-˝b]bæl]Alk;˝B] y̋d¡[; Wbv hw:±hy“Aμaun“ h~T;[æAμg"˝w“ 12

ˆWNªj'AyKiâ μk≤-˝yheløêa‘ hw:∞hy“Ala, WbWv¡˝w“ μk,+˝ydEg“BiAla'w“ μ~k,˝b]b'l] W[•r“qi˝w“ 13

.h[…âr:˝h;Al[æ μj…`nI˝w“ ds,j,+Abræw“ μ~yIPæ~aæ Ër<a≤ aWh μ~Wjr"˝w“
hw:¡hy˝l' Ës,n<±˝w: hj…¢n“mi hk;+r:B] wŸ˝yr:j}aæâ ryai¶v]hi˝w“ μj…-nI˝w“ bWv∞y: [“dE¡/y ym 14

.μk≤â˝yheløa‘
.hr:êx;[} Waèr“qi μ/x¡AWvD“q' ˆ/Y=xi˝B] rp/v W[èq]Ti 15

μyId:–v; yq´`n“yO˝w“ μyli+l;/[ê WŸps]ai μynI±qez“ Wx∞b]qi l~h;q; Wv•D“q' μ[;|AWps]ai 16

.H˝t…âP;ju˝me hL…`k;˝w“ /̋r+d“j,˝m´â ˆŸt;j; ax´¶yE
hs;Wjé Wr|m]ayo˝w“ê hw:–hy“ yt´`r“v;m] μynI±h}Ko∞˝h WŸKb]yI jBe+z“Mi˝l›˝w“ μ~l;Wa˝h; ˆyB 17

hM;l;º μy/G μ˝B…¢Alv;m]˝li h~P;r“j,˝l] Ú¶˝t]l;j}n" ˆTeŸTiAla'˝w“ Ú̋M,%['Al[' hw:∞hy“
.μh≤â˝yheløa‘ hYE¡a' μyMi+['˝b…â Wr§m]ayo 

./˝Mê[‹Al[' lmo¡j]Y"w" /˝x–r“a›˝l] hw:¡hy“ aNEèq'y“˝w 18

rh;+x]YI˝h'˝w“ v/r§yTi˝h'˝w“ ˆŸg:D:˝h'Ata≤ μ~k,˝l; jl´¶vo ynI!˝n“hi /̋M%['˝l] rm,aYo§˝w hw:@hy“ ˆ['Yæ!˝w" 19

.μyIê/G˝B' hP…`r“j, d/[ μk≤à˝t]a, ˆTeŸa,Aalø˝w“ /̋t–ao μT≤`[]bæc]˝W

¨à

+
ià

…`

´¶
I±

ü

Account for God’s renewed compassion for His people and the land of Israel. In 
your response, refer to the extract, the chapter and commentary.

3

Question 1 continues on page 4

Reproduced from the JPS Hebrew-English Tanakh by permission of the University of
Nebraska Press. Copyright 2000 by The Jewish Publication Society. Hebrew text based

on Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia copyright 1999 by The Jewish Publication Society.
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Question 1 (continued)

(c) Read the extract and then answer in ENGLISH the questions that follow.

Joel 4:17–21

 μ~Il'~v;Wry“ ht…¶y“h;˝w“ y˝vi-d“q;Arh' ˆ/Y§xi˝B] ˆk´`vo μk,+˝yhelø∞a‘ h~w:hy“ ynI•a} yK μT,%[]d"y˝wIê 17

.d/[ê H̋b…`AWrb]['yêAalø μyrIèz:˝w“ vd<qo+
bl;+j; hn:k]læ¢Te t~/[b;G“˝h'˝w“ sysi%[; μyrI∞h;˝h, WpéF]yI aWh⁄˝h' μ/Y!˝b' h*y:h;˝w“ 18

hq…`v]hi˝w“ axe+yE h~w:hy“ tyB´¶˝mi ˆy:fi[]m'˝W μyIm…- Wkl]yE∞ hd:¡Why“ yq´àypia}Alk;˝w“
.μyFiâVi˝h' lj'nèAta, 

ynE∞B] s~m'j}˝m´â hy<–h]Tiâ hm…`m;v] rBæàd“mi˝l] μ/dÈa‘˝w< hy<±h]tiâ hm…¢m;v]˝li μ~yIr~x]mi 19

.μ˝x…âr“a˝B] ayqi`n:Aμd: Wkèp]v;Arv,a} hd:+Why“ 
.r/dî˝w: r/dì˝l] μIlæ`v;Wry˝wI bv´-Te μl…¢/[˝l] hd:¡Why˝wI 20

.ˆ/Yîxi˝B] ˆk´àvo hw:¡hy˝w"ê ytiyQ–EnIAaløê μ̋m…¢D: ytiyQ´`nI˝w“ 21

i¢

(i) In Chapter 2 verse 19, God promises  μyIê/G˝B' hP…`r“j, d/[ μk≤à˝t]a, ˆTeŸa,Aalø˝w“.

How does this extract reveal the fulfilment of His promise? In your
response, refer to commentary.

2

(ii) Identify the grammatical feature in H˝b…` (verse 17). 1

End of Question 1

Reproduced from the JPS Hebrew-English Tanakh by permission of the University of
Nebraska Press. Copyright 2000 by The Jewish Publication Society. Hebrew text based

on Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia copyright 1999 by The Jewish Publication Society.
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Question 2 (10 marks) Use a SEPARATE writing booklet.

(a) Read the extract and then answer in ENGLISH the questions that follow.

(i) How does the incident recounted by Rav Ulla teach one the importance
of honouring one’s father and mother?

2

(ii) What was unique about the reward Dama the son of Nesinah received? 2

(iii) דּאָמר רבּי חנינא

What teaching does Rabbi Chanina present in response to the story of
Dama the son of Nesinah?

ָ ִ ֲ ִ ַ ַ ְ 1

(iv) Explain Rabbi Chanina’s teaching. 1

(v) Explain why Rav Yosef’s viewpoint changed after hearing Rabbi
Chanina’s teaching.

2

Question 2 continues on page 6

This material cannot be displayed,
due to copyright issues.
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Question 2 (continued)

(b) Read the extract and then answer in ENGLISH the question that follows.

With regards to the obligation of a father to teach his son a craft, explain how 
the Gemara interprets Chizkiyah’s statement, ּראה חיּים עם־אשּׁה אשׁר־אָהבת .ָ ְ ַ ֶ ֲ ָ ִ ִ ִ ַ ֵ ְ

2

End of Question 2

This material cannot be displayed,
due to copyright issues.
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Section I (continued)

Part B – 10 marks
Attempt Question 3

Answer the question in a SEPARATE writing booklet. Extra writing booklets are available.

Your answer will be assessed on how well you:
● demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the prescribed text(s) relevant to the

question
● communicate ideas and information using relevant examples
● present a logical and cohesive response

Question 3 (10 marks) Use a SEPARATE writing booklet.

Read the extracts and then answer in ENGLISH the question that follows.

Joel 1:10–11

 .rh…âx]yI llæàm]au v/r™yTi vyb/h ˆg:±D: dD"∞vu yK hm…-d:a} hl…`b]a; hd<+c; dD"∞vu 10

ryxiàq] dbæ`a; yK hr:–[oc]Al['w“ hF…`jiAl[' μymi+r“Koê WŸlyli~yhe μyrI%K;ai Wvybi¢ho 11

.hd<êc;  

Joel 2:21–23

.t/cê[}˝læ hw:¡hy“ lyDIèg“hiAyKiâ yjim;+c]˝W yliyGI∞ hm…-d:a} yai`r“yTiâAlaæ 21

 /˝y±r“pi ac…¢n: ≈~[eAyKiâ rB…-d“mi t/a∞n“ Wa¡v]d: yK yd"+c; t/m∞h}Bæ WŸar“yTiâAlaæ 22

.μ˝l…âyje Wnìt]n: ˆp,g<˝w: hn:èaeT]
hr<¡/M˝h'Ata, μk≤l; ˆtæàn:AyKiâ μk,+˝yheløêa‘ hw:∞hy˝B' WŸjm]ci˝w“ WlyG ˆ/Yfixi ynE∞b]˝W 23

.ˆ/vêarI˝B; v/q¡l]mæ˝W hr/m μv,G<ü μk,%˝l; dr</Y§˝w" hQd:x]˝li 

Joel 4:12

fPoèv]˝li bv´öae μv yK fp…-v;/hêy“ qm,[´`Ala, μyI±/G˝hæ Wl∞[}y”˝w“ WŸr/[~yE 12

.bybiâS;˝mi μyI¡/G˝hæAlK;Ata, 

Joel 4:14

.≈Wrîj;˝h, qm,[´`˝B] hw:±hy“ μ/y b~/rq; yK ≈Wr=j;˝h≤â qm,[´`˝B] μynI±/mh} μynI∞/mh} 14

How does the book of Joel present the powerful role of God in determining reward 
and punishment? In your response, refer to the extracts, commentary and chapters you 
have studied.

10

ià iº
ià

ià

I•
<è –:

;% i¢

§ i¶

Reproduced from the JPS Hebrew-English Tanakh by permission of the University of
Nebraska Press. Copyright 2000 by The Jewish Publication Society. Hebrew text based

on Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia copyright 1999 by The Jewish Publication Society.
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Section II — Non-prescribed Text

20 marks
Attempt Questions 4–6
Allow about 45 minutes for this section

Answer each question in a SEPARATE writing booklet. Extra writing booklets are available.

Question 4 (7 marks) Use a SEPARATE writing booklet.

Read the extract and then answer in ENGLISH the questions that follow.

Psalm 121:1–7

.y˝rIêz“[, aboèy: ˆyIaæ%˝me μyrI–h;˝h,Ala, yn”y[e£ aC…¢a, t/lè[}Mæ&˝læâ ryv 1

.≈r<a…â˝w: μyImæàv; hce%[o hw:–hy“ μ[i¢˝me y̋rIz“[,£ 2

.Ú˝r<êm]voê μWnfiy:Ala' Ú̋l≤-g“r" f/M∞˝læ ˆT´¢yIAlaæ 3

.la´âr:c]yI rm/v ˆv…-yyI alø∞˝w“ μWny:£Aaløê hNE∞hi 4

.Ú˝n<êymiy“ dy"èAl[æ Ú%˝L]xi hw:èhy“ Ú̋r<–m]vo hw:èhy“ 5

.hl;y“L…â˝Bæ j"rEèy:˝w“ hK;˝K,%yAalø vm,V≤à˝h' μm;%/y 6

.Ú˝v≤âp]nAta, rmo%v]yI [r:–AlK;˝mi Úà˝r“m;v]yI hw:fihy“ê 7

Glossary:

f/M∞˝læ to stumble

l[ shadow

hK;˝K,% harm

(a) What is the effect of the psalmist’s poetic use of nature? 3

(b) Explain the effect of the repetition of the verb rmç. 2

(c) Under which circumstances might this psalm be recited? Justify your answer. 2

i%

e%

ê

Reproduced from the JPS Hebrew-English 
Tanakh by permission of the University of

Nebraska Press. Copyright 2000 by The Jewish 
Publication Society. Hebrew text based

on Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia copyright 1999 
by The Jewish Publication Society.
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Question 5 (6 marks) Use a SEPARATE writing booklet.

Read the extract and then answer in ENGLISH the questions that follow.

Psalm 146:3–9

.h[…âWvt] /˝lè ˆya´â˝v≤¶ { μd:”a;Aˆb,˝B] μybi-ydIn“˝bi Wjèf]b]TiAlaæ 3

.w˝yt…ânOTov][, Wdìb]a; aWh%˝hæ μ/Yì˝Bæ /˝t–m;d“aæl] bv¨¢y: /̋jWr£ ax´¢Te 4

.w˝yh…âløa‘ hw:èhy“Al[æ /̋r%b]ci /˝r=z“[,˝B] bqo∞[}y” la´¢˝v≤¶ yrE%v]a' 5

.μl…â/[˝l] tm≤¢a‘ rm´`Vo˝hæ μ˝B…-Arv,a}AlK;Ata,˝w“ μY:è˝hæAta, ≈r<a;%˝w: μyImæ¶v…Ô { hc≤¶[o 6

.μyrIêWsa} ryTiàm' hw:fihy“ μybi-[er“˝l; μj,l,£ ˆt´¢nO μyqi%Wv[}˝l; { fP;Ÿv]mi hc≤¶[o 7

.μyqiâyDIx' bh´àao hwhy μypi-WpK] πq´¢zO hw:hy“£ μyrI%w“[i j'Q•EPoÔ { hw:•hy“ 8

.tWEê['y“ μy[i¢v;r“ Ër<d<¡˝w“ ddE–/[y“ hn:∞m;l]a'w“ μ/t∞y: μyrI%GEAta, rm´¶voÔ { hw:•hy“ 9

Glossary:

μybi-ydIn“˝bi princes

dba lose

w˝yt…ânOTov][, his plans

/˝r%b]ci his hope

μyqi%Wv[}˝i the oppressed

μyrI%w“[i blind people

μypi-WpK] πq´¢zO straightens the crooked

tWEê['y“ distorts

:fi

(a) According to the psalmist, why should one not put trust in μd…a… ˆb ? 2

(b) Parse ryTiàm' (verse 7), giving shoresh, binyan and tense/aspect. 1

(c) What message does the psalmist convey regarding the prevalence of prejudice
within society? Support your answer using examples from the extract.

3

Please turn over

,

Reproduced from the JPS Hebrew-
English Tanakh by permission of the 

University of Nebraska Press. 
Copyright 2000 by The Jewish 

Publication Society. Hebrew text 
based on Biblia Hebraica 

Stuttgartensia copyright 1999 by 
The Jewish Publication Society.
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Question 6 (7 marks) Use a SEPARATE writing booklet.

Read the extract and then answer in ENGLISH the questions that follow.

Psalm 147:5–11

.rP…âs]mi ˆya /˝t%n:Wbt]˝li jKo–Abr˝æw“ Wn˝ynE∞/da} l/d§G: 5

.≈r<a…âAydE[} μy[i¢v;r“ lyPi`v]m' hw:–hy“ μywI∞n:[} ddE∞/[m] 6

.r/Nîki˝b] Wn˝yh´¢løa˝le Wr™M]z" hd:–/t˝B] hw:∞hy˝l' Wn§[‘ 7

.ryxiâj; μyrI∞h; j"ymi`x]M'h' rf…-m; ≈r<a…¢˝l; ˆyki¢Me˝hæ μybi%[;˝B] { μyImæŸv; hS,$k…m]˝hæâ 8

.War:êq]yI rv≤¢a} brE%[o ynEèb]˝li H̋m…-j]l' hm…¢heb]˝li ˆt´¢/n 9

.hx≤âr“yI vyai¢˝h; yq´`/v˝b]Aaløê ≈P…-j]y< sWS∞˝h' tr"Wbg“˝bi al 10

./˝Dîs]j'l] μyliàj}y"m]˝hæâAta, w̋ya…-rEy“Ata, hw:hy“£ hx≤¢/r 11

Glossary:

/˝t%n:Wbt]˝li his wisdom

ddE∞/[m] gives courage

r/Nîki˝ harp

j"ymi`x]M' cause to grow

ryxiâj; grass

brE%[o raven

≈P…-j] desire

qwç swiftness

μyliàj}y"m]˝ depend

´¢

ø•

(a) Explain how the psalmist uses poetic and linguistic features to present the view
that God is great.

5

(b) Compare the attitudes of God and man towards power and beauty (verses 10−11). 2

End of paper

Reproduced from the JPS Hebrew-English 
Tanakh by permission of the University of
Nebraska Press. Copyright 2000 by The 

Jewish Publication Society. Hebrew text based
on Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia copyright 

1999 by The Jewish Publication Society.
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