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SECTION A – Question 1 – continued

SECTION A

Instructions for Section A
Answer all questions in the spaces provided. 

Question 1 (7 marks)
a.	 Briefly outline one of the reasons Descartes uses to support his claim that ‘there is not one of 

my former beliefs about which a doubt may not properly be raised’. 2 marks

b.	 What does Descartes conclude cannot be doubted and why? 2 marks
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SECTION A – continued
TURN OVER
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c.	 Evaluate the argument outlined in part b. 3 marks
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SECTION A – Question 2 – continued

Question 2 (8 marks)
a.	 Explain the problem with Locke’s theory of personal identity, which Michaels refers to as the 

‘Lockean circle’. 2 marks 

b.	 Outline the relationships between memory and causality, and between memory and 
resemblance in creating the illusion of personal identity according to Hume. 3 marks 



SECTION A – continued
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c.	 Why does Locke’s account of personal identity provide a basis for personal responsibility, 
whereas Hume’s does not? Use an example to support your response. 3 marks



SECTION A – continued
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Question 3 (2 marks)
According to Socrates, what is the distinction between knacks and expertise?



SECTION A – continued
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Question 4 (4 marks)
Outline one point of similarity and one point of difference between the criticisms that Callicles and 
Nietzsche make of conventional morality.
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SECTION A – Question 5 – continued

Question 5 (9 marks)
Suppose that Sisyphus engages in deep philosophical reflection while he pushes his rock uphill. He 
loves philosophical reflection and pushing the rock focuses his thoughts.

a.	 Would Aristotle think that Sisyphus is living the good life? Why or why not? 3 marks

b.	 Would Wolf think that Sisyphus is living the good life? Why or why not? 3 marks
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END OF SECTION A
TURN OVER

c.	 Which answer – Aristotle’s or Wolf’s – is more plausible and why? 3 marks
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SECTION B – Question 1 – continued

Question 1 (10 marks)

Objectively speaking, physicists have an explanation for what blue is. According to Maxwell’s equations, 
blue is ripples of electromagnetism with a wavelength of between 450 and 495 nanometres. A triumph 
of modern science, the wave understanding of colour allows us to determine the makeup of stars that are 
billions of light years away and assay the chemical compounds for their constituent elements. Yet the 
very success of this explanation highlights a conundrum; for while any spectrometer can register blue 
precisely on a dial, few of us would say that it is conscious. A spectrometer does not perceive blue.  
So what then, does it mean to be ‘conscious’ of colour?

Source: Margaret Wertheim, ‘I feel therefore I am’, Aeon, 1 December 2015, 
<https://aeon.co/essays/how-and-why-exactly-did-consciousness-become-a-problem>

Does Nagel provide a plausible argument against Smart’s answer to the question underlined at the end of the 
passage? Develop a response in which you consider:
•	 how Smart might answer the question at the end of the passage
•	 how Nagel might challenge Smart’s answer to the question at the end of the passage
•	 which thinker – Smart or Nagel – provides the most plausible response to the question at the end of the 

passage.

Justify your response, taking into account the ideas presented in the passage.

SECTION B

Instructions for Section B
Answer all questions in the spaces provided. 

http://www.oup.com
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SECTION B – continued
TURN OVER
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SECTION B – Question 2 – continued

Question 2 (10 marks) 
Henry Molaison was a man who suffered profound memory loss as a result of experimental surgery. This 
memory loss affected his declarative memory (his memory of facts) rather than his procedural memory (his 
memory of how to do things).

The British philosopher of mind, Gilbert Ryle, had pointed out that there must be a fundamental 
difference between ‘knowing how …’ and ‘knowing that …’ If you remember how to ride a bike, or hit 
a tennis ball, or anything involving what we now think of as ‘muscle memory’, it seems clearly different 
from the conscious calling-up of facts we normally think of as memory, if for no other reason than that 
you can’t describe in words how you actually do those things. You just feel it. Molaison was severely 
disabled with respect to the memory of facts – what neuroscientists now call memory. But he still knew 
how to walk and talk and mow the lawn without difficulty. He still had muscle memory, or, to use the 
more scientific term, procedural memory.
He could also, it turned out, acquire new procedural memories, in stark contrast to his almost complete 
inability to form new conscious (or, more formally, declarative) memories.

Source: Michael D Lemonick, ‘Living in the now’, Aeon, 13 February 2017, 
<https://aeon.co/essays/what-amnesiac-patients-can-tell-us-about-how-memories-are-made>

Was Molaison the same person after the surgery as he was before the surgery? Develop a response in which 
you consider:
•	 how Locke might respond to this question
•	 how Michaels might respond to this question
•	 the implications of Molaison’s case for a theory of personal identity.

Justify your response, taking into account the ideas presented in the passage.
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END OF SECTION B 
TURN OVER
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SECTION C – continued

Question 1 (20 marks)

The greatest of America’s homegrown religions […] 
experimentation, exploration, adventure.’

Source: Nicholas Carr, Utopia Is Creepy and Other Provocations, WW Norton & Company, Inc., New York, 2016, pp. xvi–xviii

Critically discuss how either Nietzsche or Wolf might respond to this perspective on the interplay between 
technological development and the good life. In your response, draw on at least one of the following 
philosophical concepts: progress, reality, control, dependency, freedom, creativity. You may also draw on 
other sources.

OR

Question 2 (20 marks) 
Transhumanism is the philosophical view that humans should take advantage of technologies to improve 
themselves physically and intellectually. The following passage reports an interview with transhumanist  
Nick Bostrom.

… in [Bostrom’s] view, human life extension and enhancement will allow us not simply to live longer, 
but to enjoy living much more. When I ask, ‘What inspires and motivates you?’ [Bostrom] cites his 
reading, his colleagues, but also states ‘I guess through feeling and experiencing something in this life 
and thinking “why can’t it always be as good as that?”’
… For him, and many other transhumanists it’s not just ‘better than human,’ it’s also ‘have a better time 
than humans.’ And if you’re going to have a better time, why stop at seventy or eighty years?

Source: Mark Stevenson, An Optimist’s Tour of the Future, Profile Books Ltd, London, 2012, p. 26

Critically discuss the interplay between technological development, pleasure and the good life, as described 
in the passage above. In your response, draw on viewpoints and arguments from Plato’s Gorgias. You may 
also draw on other philosophical concepts and sources.

SECTION C

Instructions for Section C
Write an essay on one of the following questions in the space provided.
Your response will be assessed according to the assessment criteria set out on page 24.

Due to copyright restrictions, 
this material is not supplied.
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SECTION C – continued
TURN OVER

Question no. 
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SECTION C – continued
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SECTION C – continued
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END OF SECTION C
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TURN OVER

Extra space for responses

Clearly number all responses in this space.
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Assessment criteria for Section C
The essay in Section C will be assessed against the following criteria:
•	 knowledge and understanding of philosophical concepts, viewpoints, arguments and debates relevant 

to the topic
•	 critical evaluation of ideas and arguments relevant to the topic
•	 selection and use of relevant material and appropriate examples to support the response
•	 development of a coherent and well-reasoned response that addresses the specific demands of the 

topic
•	 use of clear and precise language appropriate to philosophy

END OF QUESTION AND ANSWER BOOK
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